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ADVERTISEMENT 
OF THE 


FRENCH EDITOR. 


THAT natim, fo diflinguiſted for 
its affeftion to its Kings, the French, 
whom an unheard-of aft of wicked- 
neſs deprived of the beſt and greateſt of 
their Sovereigns, deeply felt, at his. 
death, the full extent nt of their misfor- 
tune. From that cruel period, the im- 
mortal name of Henry IV. that name 
which recalls to mind ſo much valour 
and fo many virtues, hath been repeated 
by the people with y_ roo and 


| tenderneſs. 
A 2 an 
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A man of genius,* a century after, 
made choice of Henry for the hero of 
the firſt epic. poem that France could : 
boaſt of. He paints to us, with all the 
force and elegance of his enchanting 
fiyle, the mtrepid heroiſms of Hi enry, 
his clemency, his humanity, . and that 
tender love for his People, in which he 
placed his moſt exalted pleaſures. The 
Henriade won every heart. T, he con- 
fecrated name of the hero reſounded far 
and wide ; Janaticiſm appeared more 
hateful, the affettion of the French 


nation for that Monarch became more 


| {ardent and more pure, and the glory of 


that maſter-piece will, doubileſs, be as 


* Voltaire. 


durable, 


* wy 

durable, as our veneration for the hero 
who:1s the ſubjett of it. 

Each ſucceeding «year hath ſeen ſome 
new monument ariſe 40 the fame 'of 
Henry IV. Hiftory, anecdotes, panegy- 
rics, dramatic picces, engraving, feulþ- 
ture, every ſpeeics 'of literature, -antl 
all the arts, have diſputed which 
ſhould evince :the moſt love and. adni- 
ration ſor this pattern of Kings. ; 
.The favorr ſhewn'by the Publc-to 
every thing which delineates that great 
Prince, gave riſe to a multiplicity of 
publications: : "it was not perceived that 
one  roſeated what . another had ſaid. 
Perare'; : 


before ; to ſpeak of Henry was ſufficient 
to merit the ſuſſrage of the reader. 


The ſame national enthufiaſm fro- 
duced the Pifture which 1s here pre- 
ſented to the Public. Tt is the foul, it 
7s the gemus, it 1s the mind of the great 
Henry. Of what fignification 1s it, 
that one 1s already acquainted with the 


greater part of thoſe features which 
are beheld with ſuch adoration ? They. 
are not, therefore, the leſs dear to us; 
their re-union but only makes them and 

_ more mtereſung. 


The Order ” Time hath been pre- 


| cok as much AS tel ble in this col- 
4 leftion. 
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Jefion. It is the ſubſlance of the hiſ- 
tory of that Prince ; it is himſelf who 
1s depicted throughout ; it ts the cham 
of the important atts of a life that 1s 
immortal, diſencumbered from the de- 
tails, the conne#tions, and the tediouf- 
neſs of narration, 


It is preſumed, that Henry IV. will | 
be better known in the portrait groen 
by this work, than in the moſt volumi- 
nous and elaborate hiftory : the man, 

the hero, the King, the father of his 
people, will appear in every page ; and, 
perhaps, this method of exhibiting him 
hath the merit of departing little from 
the model left us by Plutarch, for 


' writing 


vii } 


 eoritng the lives of iHuſtrious men, and 


rendering them preſent to our view. 


Some manuſcripts communicated ta 
the faithful editor of this colleftion, 
have enabled him to come at certaim 


fats that were hitherto unknown, or, 


at leaft, but little known. It will, 
perhaps, be owing to+ this advantage, 


that he will obtain ſufficient thanks from 


the Public, to cauſe him to jelicitate him- 
felf on having undertaken this work. 


ANEC- 


ANECDOTES 
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WW HEN Jane &Albret, mother of = 
Henry IV. was with child of that 
prince, Henry d'Albret, his grand- 
father, made his daughter promiſe 
that, while ſhe was in labour, ſhe 


would fing him a ſong, to prevent, 


ſaid he, your bringing forth a weep- 

ing and 1ll-tempered infant. The 

Princeſs promiſed that ſhe would, 
"VL. L "3 
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and had ſo much courage, that, not- 
withſtanding the cruel pains the ſut- 
fered, ſhe kept her word with him, 
and ſang him a ſong in his own lan- 
guage of Bearn, as ſoon as ſhe heard 
him enter her chamber. "The child | 


came into the world without weeping 
or crying. His grandfather took him 
up in his arms, rubbed his lirtle hps 
with a clove of garlick, ' and made 
him ſuck a drop of wine out of a 
golden-cup ; imagining that, by theſe 


- means, he fhould render his conſti- 


tution more maſculine and vigorous. 


(Perefixe.) 
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He ſaid, with a tranſport of joy, 
to pn who came to compliment 
him upon this happy event ; See now, 
my ewe has been delivered of a hon. 
By this he meant to anſwer a frigid 
piece of raillery which the Spaniards 
had aimed againſt him. They had 
ſaid, when Queen Margaret, his con- 
ſort, was delivered of Jane d'Albret, 
mother of young H: nry ; A miracle ! 
the cow 1s brought to bed of a ſheep ; 
alluding to the arms of Bearn, whic 
are two cows. Henry d'Albret ſaid, 


moreover, from a ſecret preſage, that 


that child was born to revenge the 
wrongs which Spain had done his 
farailſy. (Perefixe.) 

"I Henry 


ad 


0 i GS-1 
Henry was brought up at the caſtle 


_* of Corafle in Bearn, ſituated amidſt 


rocks and mountains. Henry d'Al- 
bret would have the young prince 
cloathed and fed like the other chil- 
dren of the country, and even ac- 
cuſtomed to run up the rocks. They 
fed him moſtly with brown bread, 


with beef, with garlick, and cheeſe; 


and very often he was made to-walk 


| bare-footed and bare-headed. He was 


called, while in the cradle, Prince of 
Viane ; ſoon after they gave him the 


tile of Duke of Beaumont, and, next, 


that of Prince of Navarre. The 
Queen of Navarre, his mother, took 


exceeding great care of his .educa- 


tion, 


[T7 - 
tion, and appointed La Gaucherie his | 
preceptor, a man of learning, and a 
. zealous Calvinift, Having been pre- | 
ſented, when a child, to Henry II. 

that monarch ſaid to him ; Jl you 
' be my ſon? The little Prince an- 
{wered in the Bearnois diale&, There 
is my father, pointing to the King of 
| Navarre. Well then, will you be my 
 fon-in-law ?—Yes ſurely, replied the 
child. His marriage with the Prin- 
_ ceſs Margaret of Valois was from 
that moment determined on. {(Chro- 
nol. Noven. de Cayet.) 


In 1 569, the Admiral Coligny had 
a loſt the battle of Jaroee; when 
= of 3 he 
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he demanded the Prince of Bearn, 
(for ſo young Henry was at that 
time ſtiled) in order to put him at 
the head of the Proteſtants. Co- 
ligny repaired his loſs in a very little 
time; he had raiſed freſh troops, with 
which, near Montcontour, he again 
offered battle to the army of the 
Catholics, who were a ſecond time 
victorious, but failed to profit of their 


advantages, either from the incapacity 


of their Generals, or from being pre- 
vented by the fine retreat made by 
the Admiral de Coligny. The Prince | 
of Bearn, who was then in his ſix- 
teenth year, was preſent at this battle 
in the army of the Hu guenots ; but the 

Ad- 


| ho os 
Admiral, warned by the recent death 
of the Prince of Conde, killed at the 


battle of Jarnac, would nor ſuffer 


young Henry to expoſe his perſon : 
| he placed him, along with the young 


Prince of Conde, under the care of 


Ludovic, Count of Naffau, gave them 
an eſcort of four thouſand cavalry, 


and poſted them upon a hill, whence 


they. could diſtinguiſh whar was paſ- 
fing. Henry glowed with ardour to 
fignalize himſelf in the battle 5 but 
they would not give him his liberty 3 
| he remained a mere ſpeQator of that 
action, and the Huguenots, perhaps, 

would not have loſt the day, had his 
| advice- been followed. For the van- 
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guard of the Duke. of Anjou having 
_ given way, the young Prince wiſhed 


to fall on the main body of the army, 
with the four thouſand horfe which 
the Admiral had poſted in reſerve ; 
but Ladovic having prevented him, 
he exclaimed, Je lofe the battle, by 
groing the enemy time to rally; and 
this actually came to paſs, The Hu- 
guenot Generals agreed, after the ac- 
tion, that, had they been ſupported 
by the ſquadrons with the Prince of 
Navarre, the Catholic army would 


have been defeated. A high opinion 
_ was thenceforth entertained of the 


Capacity of young Henry. wee” 
& Hiſ- 


91] 


' & Hiſtoire d Henri IV. par M. de 
Bury.) 


The Admiral continued the war 
in different parts of France. He car- 
ried his boldneſs even fo far as to croſs. 
_ the kingdom, in order to meet the 
German troops, which he joined, af- 
ter having beaten, near Arnay-le-Duc, 
| the Marechal de Cofse, who was 
come with a great army to prevent 
the junAion. It was on this occa- 
fion that the young Prince of Navarre 
| made his firſt eflay in arms, accor- 
ding to the hiſtorian Matthieu, who 
relates that . he heard Henry fay, 
« Forty miles, or a little more, were | 
6 the 
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© the fartheſt I could retreat, and F «* 
* was at the mercy of the country 


* people. In this ſituation, I ran- 
* the riſk of being taken priſoner or 
& ſlain; for I had no cannon, and 


<* the King's party had. About ten 


* paces from me, a cavalier was 
& killed by a ſhot from a culverin ; 
« but: 1 recommended to God the 
« ſucceſs of that day's battle, and he 


| © rendered # favourable and fortu- 


& nate.” Some time previous-to this 


ation, La Mothe-Fenelon, addreſfiing 
| the young-Prince of Navarre, af- 


fected to .appear ſurprized that he, 
who was yet ſo young, ſhould take 


part in a war which, properly ſpeak- 


ing, 


L. ÞF-1 


ing, regarded only the intereſts of the 


Prince of Conde, his uncle; and the 
Huguenots who were making war 
upon the King : ** The: reaſon 1s,” 
replied the Prince, '** that, as it 1s 
«© evident that, under the pretext of 
© rebellion, which is falſely imputed. 
* to the Prince, my uncle, and to the 
* Huguenots, our enemies intend 
66 nothing leſs than to. exterminate 
<« the whole royal family of Bour- 
© bon, we have a mind to die all to= 
& gether, to avoid the expence of 
_ « ooing into mourning, which other- 
« wiſe we ſhould have to wear for 
« one another.” (Tab, Hiſtoriques 
des Rors de France.) 7 


'The 


The fame Fenelon, another time 
addrefling the King of Navarre, = 
lamenting the miſertes which the 
the flame of this war, ſaid he, 1s 
about to occaſion in the kingdom. 
Good ! *tts. a fire that may be extin- 
guiſhed with a bucket of water. How 
ſo? demanded Fenelon, By making, 
faid the. King, tbe Cardinal of Lor- 
' raine, the real and principal firebrand 

of France, drink up this bucket of water, 

will he burſt. (14.) 


In- 1576, the city of Eauſe, in 
Armagnac, ſtirred up by ſome ſedi- 
tious perſons, had refuſed to admit 
the garriſon which the King of Na- 


varre 


L 43 3 
yarre was ſending thither. He reach- 
ed the. gates of the city, before the 
inhabitants could have had notice of 


| his march, and entered it without 
oppoſition, at the head of fifteen or 
ſixteen who who were, nearer to him 
than the reſt of his troops. The 
mutineers, perceiving this, cried out 
| that the portcullis ſhould immediately 
| be dropped; the thing was done, 
and ſeparated this handful of ſoldiers 
from the troops which remained with. 
out. The rebels rang the alarm; a 
body of fifty ſoldiers haſtened down, 
| ſome of whom cried : © Fire at that 
< ſcarlet jacket, and at thoſe white 
< plumes, for 'tis the King of Na- 


2 vs 5 yarns” 
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N'yarre.” Upon this, that monarch 
ſaid; My friends, my companions, it 


3s here we muſt ſhew our courage and 
| 


refolution ; for on that depends our 
ſafety. | Let each then follow me, and 
do as T do; let every piftol-fhot do ex- 
ecution. The rebels being diſperſed, 
and the-city filling with Henry's fol- 
diers, who had forced the gates, the 
inhabitants would have been all put 
to the edge of the ſword, had not 
the principal men amongſt them, with 
the Conſuls at their head, come .and 
thrown themſelves at the feet of the 


King of Navarre, who felt compal- 


fon for them, and contented himſelf 
with ordering four of thoſe to be 
hanged, 


Ne 
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hanged, who had fired at the white | 
plumes. (Memoires de Sully.) 


This Prince, who expoſed his per= 
ſon, like the meaneſt ſoldier, exhi- 
bited before Nerac, 'in 1577, an 1in- | 
ſtance of exceſſive intrepidity ; a body 
of cavalry was detached to ſurprize * 
him, and he repulſed them almoſt 
alone. The intreaties of his officers 
could not prevail on him to take more 
care of his life ; and his example _ 
animated rhem in their turn, to ſuch > 
a degree, that twelve or fifteen of 
them advanced, that ſame day, to fire 


_ their piſtols 1 in the very teeth of the 
Catholics. Henry, who obſerved 1 4 
faid 


T7 1 
1aid to” Bethune 5 ** Go to yout 


** couſin, the Baron de Roſny ; he is | 
« as ſtupid as a drone; bring him 
<* back, andthe reſt along with him ; 


«+ for the enemy ſeeing us retire, wall 


© undoubtedly charge them ſo furi- 
*<« ouſly, that they. will all be taken 
<« priſoners, or killed.” Roſny obeyed 


the order ; and the King, who per= 


ceived that his horſe was wounded in 


the ſhoulder, reproached him for his 
temerity, with an air of anger that 
was perfe@tly kind and  obliging. 
F | Oey: de ys 
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"Catherine of Aedicls.: niche; of 
Henry IIL and who bore the chief 
_ tay 


--"* W.4 

{way in the government of the king- 
dom, had a firong inclination to pro- 
vail on. the King of Navarre to aban- 
_ don the Huguenots, and return te 
the Court of France; but, not fu» 
ceeding in this attempt, the held 2 
ſceret correſpondenee: with ſuch c+ 
tes 3s he was maſter of, In 1578, 
the two Courts being at Auch, one 
day, when a ball was given, in» 
formation wag conveyed to the King 
of Navarre, that the Govergor of 


the Queen-mother, had betrayed his 
truſt, and delivered us the place CY : 
-—— Cc the _ 


Reole, who was an elderly gentle- 


m_ _ X _ 
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_ -the' Catholics. | Henry, reſolved not 
to defer the hour of vengeance, gave 


ſecret 'notice-to Roſny, and three or 
four officers, to -quit the ball-room, 


and meet 'him in the fields, with 


arms concealed under their cloaths. 
The King waited for them with a 
ſmall body of troops. They marched 
for the remainder of that night, and 
reached Fleurance at the very moment 
when the gates were opened. 'They 
took poſſeſſion of the town without 
the ſlighteſt oppoſition. The Queen- 


mother, who would have ſworn that 


the King of Navarre had lain at 


 Auch, the next morning received 


with aſtoniſhment the news of this 
exploit. 


[ 29 ] 


exploit. But ſhe thought it beſt to 
laugh it off : © I ſee very well,” faid 
ſhe, ** that this 1s in revenge for 
« Reole. The King of Navarre hath 
« had a mind to give cabbage for 
<*< cabbage, but mine is the better 
_ ** headed.” (Memozrres de Sully.) 


The Queen-mother, ever deſirous 
of detaching the King of Navarre and 
the Prince of Conde from the Hu- 
ouenots, propoſed a conference. It 


avas held at Nerac about the latter 


end of February, 1579. One day; 


during a converſation which ſhe had 


with the King of Navarre, ſhe aſked = 
him if all the trouble which ſhe had - 
| C 2 taken 


was careſling him exceedingly, and 


the ſides. 
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taken ' was to prove fruxtleſs, when 
the wiſhed for nothing but repoſe. 
*+ Madam,” replied the King, 5 Iam 
** not to blame z 3t is not I that hinder 
£6 you from lying in your bed ; it is 


*+ you that will not ſuffer me to have 
« any reſt in mine. The trouble 


<< which you take is agreeable and 


_ ++ nouriſhing to you ; repoſe is the 


6 greateſt enemy of your life.” (Per. 
refixe.) 7 


On ccrtrerarceion, tha Deine: | 


even went 1o far as to tickle him in 
Henry, ſuſpefting that 


the Quorg' O d&lgu was 19 try whe- 
© 3 | ther 
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ther he had a coat of mail under his 
eloaths, unbuttoned his doublet, and 
ſhewing her his breaſt, See, Madam, 
faid he, 1 jerve nobody under cover. 
When ſhe conjured him not to pay 
court any Jonger to the magiſtrates 
of Rochelle, telling him that ix was 
doin gan injury to his grandeur, to- 
ſubmit thus to a populace by whom 
he nught be often ſhaken off : 7 & 
there, replied Henry, what I pleaſe, 
becauſe t pleaſe to do nothing there but 
what I ought. (Le Grain, Decade 
de Henri le Grand.) ge 


Catherine continued her artifices to 
obtain interviews with the King -of 
C43 Na- 
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Navarre. This Prince, notwithſtand- 
ing his weakneſs for the ſex, had; 
nevertheleſs, ſufficient force to reſiſt 
all the allurements held out to him 
by the Queen-mother. One day that 
Princeſs, accompanied. by the moſt 
beautiful women. of her Court, aſked 
Henry what was his defire * The 
King anſwered, looking round upon 
the ſwarm of beauties that encom- 
paſled him ; There is nothing here, 
Madam, that I defire; wilhing to 
make her underſtand that her cun- 
ning had not ſucceeded. {( Perefixe.) 


Some days after, that ' Princeſs, 
accompanied by the ſame ladies, was 
prefling 


L::84 'F 


prefling Henry to make ſome over- 


ture. Madam, ſaid he, there is here 
no overture for me. _ (Hiſtoire de 
France de Matthieu.) 


The conferences not having ef- 


| fefted the deſired pacification, Henry 


took up arms again, and laid fiege to | 


Cahors, a town exceedingly well 


_ fortified. The Governor of the place”. 


had a ſtrong garriſon under his com- 
mand, and took every precaution that 
a man would take, who expe&ed 
every moment to be attacked. This. 

appeared from a billet found in his © 
caſket, upon which were theſe words. 
in. his hand-writing; 4 fig for the 
| C: 4 _ 
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Huguenots, Whatever repreſentations 
were made to the King of Navarre 
with refpe&t to this undertaking, the 
only anſwer he gave was : Nothing 
will be impo ſible for me, with men as. 
brave as thoſe who are my counſethors. 
This Prince was then at the head of | 
a handful of ſoldiers, who dufplayed 
prodigies of valour, conducted by a 
| hero, who himſelf fought like a pri- 
vate ſoldier. Every blow ſeemed to 

be aimed at him ; he broke two par- 
tifans, and his other weapons were . 
all bent. Theſe encounters occupied 
five whole days and nights. ' The 
beſieged were in 'expeCtation of im- 
mediate ſuccours, and only ſought to 


pr O- 
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protrad the ſiege till the arrival of 
thoſe ſuccours.. Intelligence fooh 
came that they were near a hand. 
In this emergency, the officers, ex2 
haufted with fatigue, aſſembled round 
the King of Navarre, and earneſtly 
conjured him to provide a retreat, be- 
fore their enemics had forced theit 
way into the city. But that brave 
Monarch, whom nothing could de- 
je&t, or intimidate, ſurtmounting the 
anguiſh which he felt from his. 
- wounds, turned to rhe officers with 
| ® ſiiling conntenance, and, with 
- mn air of confidence that would have 
animated the moſt feeble and diſpt= 
rited, contented himſelf with making 
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this reply: © It' is decreed above- 
* what ſhall become of me on 
& this-occaſion. Remember that my 


$ retreat from: this town, - without 


& having firſt ſecured it for our party, + 


64 ſhall be the retreat of my ſoul out 


« of my body: my honour 1s too far 
« engaged to permit me to aC other- 


« wiſe.. Talk no-more to me, then, 
_ « but of fighting, of victory or 


« death.” Fortune ſeconded the cou- 


rage of Henry. "The town was taken 


and. pillaged ; but the ſoldiers were 
forbidden, under pain of death, to of-- 
fer violence to any perſon, (Me- 
moires de Sully.) 


W 


After 


CO 

Afﬀeer ſome other expeditions, Henry- 
made peace with the Court, and* 
paſſed the three following years in. 
tranquillity. He improved himſelf 
by reading the beſt authors. One of 
the books in which he took- moſt 
pleaſure, was Plutarch's Lives of I- 
Iu/irious Men. He often ſaid, that he - 
lay under great obligations to that 
book ; having drawn from it excel- 
lent maxims for his own private COn- 


duct, and for the government of-a. | 


kingdom. (Hzyftoire de Henri I. par 
M. de Bury.) | | 


"This Prince, at a diſtance from the 
the Court, and deſirous of watching 
its 


\ 05870 
is Motions, caſt his eyes vpots the 
Baron de Roſay, * whom he charged | 
with the neceflary inftruGtions. When 
that Lord came to take leave of his 
Maſter, Henty, after embracing hun 
ſeveral times, ſaid; © My friend, 
** remember that the principal itgre- 
« dient 'of a noble courage and of 
<« high worth, is to keep your word 
« ;nviolably : F will never be untrue 
4 to that which I have given you.” 
{Memoires de Sully.) 


Catherine of Medicis, who con- 
ſidered her authority as founded upon 
_ the diflentions between the Catholics 


 * Aﬀerwards Duke of Sully. 
and 
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and the Huguenets, ſoon obliged the 
King of Navarro to take up arm 
| igain. He marckied, in 1589, agaivſt 
the Duke of Joyeuſe, the General of | 

the Catholic army, When he came 
in. ſight of the latter; © Look, my 
«* friends,” ſaid he to by foldiers, 
** there is a new-married map, whe 
«+ hath got his wiſe's portion Quill up- 
** touched in his coffers ; it ws your 


 _ <« buſineſs to look there for it.” 


| ({Memoires de Swlly.) 


*Fhe two armics were ready to ett» 
gage, Before the aftion commenced, 
the Kiag of Nayarre, turning ts the 
Princes of Conde and Saulloys, fads 


with 
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-with that confidence which is a pre- 
Tage of victory ; Remember that you 
are of the blood of the Bourbons ; and, 
as God 3s alive, T will let you ſee that 
T am- your eldeſt brother. «6 *And we,” 
replied the Princes, ** will ſhew you 
'* that: you have gallant younger bro- 
<< thers.” {Ditionnaire des Portraits 
Ss [ tl an &. Anecdotes des Hommes 
Mnfrs.) 


Henry obſerving, in the heat of the 
:aCtion, that ſome of his troops were 
placing themſelves before him, with 


 1ntent to defend his perſon, cried out 
to 'them; Get afide, 1 beſeech ye ; 
_— don't obſcure me; I wiſh to be ſeen. 
FONTS In 


{M3 
Fn fat, he pierced through the fore- 
moſt ranks of the Cathohics ; made 
ſeveral priſoners with his own hands, 
and even:collared the-brave Caſteau- 
Regnard, Cornet. of the Gendarmes, 
crying out to him in a tone peculiar 
to himſelf : Treld, Phil; ___ .(Dic- 
tonnaire Cite.) 
/ 


The runaways having halted, ſome 
perſon amongſt them imagined that 
the Marechal de Matignon, who com- 
manded another Catholic army, was 
in ſight, and broached this conjecture 
AS A truth 1ncontrovertible : Come on, 
my friends, cried Henry with an un- 
uſual air of gaiety, you ſhall ſee what 

| | you 
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204 have never yet for, 0 botbs i 
oe day, (Perebas,) 


: | The King of Navarre gained the 
Victory, and fat down'to ſupper in an 
partment over a hall where was de- 
_ poſited the body of the Duke of 
 Joyeule, (the General of the Catho- 
Jics) who had been killed in the 
ation. The King's attendants pre- 


{ſented bim + with the jewels, and 


had belonged to the voluptuous Gene- 


-yal ; but he diſdained to make uſe of 


them. © It is fir only,” faid he, 


+ for comedians, to be vain of the 


* coſtly habits which they wear, 
66.'The 
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«The true ornament of a General 
* is courage and preſence of mind in 
«« 2 battle, and clemency after 2a vic- 
6c tory.” (Le Grain, Decade d' Henri 
te Grand.) 


A ſhort time after this victory, the 
King of Navarre | being at Bearn, 
heard of the death of Henry de Bour- 
bon, Prince of Conde, which hap- 
pened the 5th of March, 1588. Al- 
though, according to Perefixe, there 
had exiſted a ſecret jealouſy between 
them, Henry was fo ſenſible of the 
lofs, that, being ſhut up in his cloſet 
with the Duke of Soiflons, he was 
heard to utter loud lamentations, and | 
-YOLs I. D . to 
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to fay, that he had loſt his right arm, 
He wrote, upon this ſubje&t, to Cos 
r:ſandre d' Andoin, Counteſs de Gram- 
mont, the following letter, which one 
cannot read without being intereſted : 
« To complete my ſum of troubles, 
** one of the bittereſt misfortunes 
« that I had to dread, hath happened 
* to me; that 1s, the ſudden death 
« of M. the Prince. I lament him, 
« for what he ought to have been 
<4 to me, not for what he really was. 
« ] am now the ſole obje& at which 
« thoſe traitors of the Maſs aim their 


« yillainy. The perfidious wretches 
5 have poiſoned him : God, how- 
* eyer, will remain maſter, and 1, 

66 by 
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&by his grace, the miniſter of his 


& vengeance. This poor Prince, 
&« having, with no great inclination, 


* runatthe ring on Thurſday, went 


*« to ſupper in good health ; at mid- 
&*« night he was ſeized with a vomit- 


&* ing, which continued till the morn- - 


« ing. All Friday he remained in 


& bed; in the evening he ſupped ; 
*« and, having had a ſound ſleep, 


* roſe on Saturday morning, dined, 


«-and then played cheſs ; he roſe 


&« from his chair, walked about the 
& room, converſing with one perſon 


& or other; all of a ſudden he faid : 


_ & Reach me my chair, I feel an ex- 


* treme Weakneſs, He was no ſooner 
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&« ſeated, than he loſt his ſpeech, 
<*« and immediately after expired. 
« The ſymptoms of poiſon were 
« ſoon viſible ; it is incredible what 
& aſtoniſhment this affair hath given 
« riſe to in that part of the country. 
*« I depart at break of day, in order 
* to go thither, and provide with all 


6 diligence for whatever may be ne- 


<« ceflary. I ſee myſelf in a fair way 


&«''gf having a great deal of vexation : 
* pray to God devoutly for me;_ 
+ ſhould I eſcape all miſchief, I muſt 


*© needs believe that it was owing to 


5+ his guardian care, whom, perhaps, 
«« I am likely to be with ſooner than 
*« Iam aware, I remain your faith- 

6 ful 
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'* ful flave. Good night, my ſoul; 
'« T kiſs your hands a million of 
* times.” 


March, 1588, 


In 1589, Henry III. reduced by the 
1nſolence and the enterprizes of the 
League, to throw himſelf into the 


arms of the Calviniſts, was excom- 


municated by the Holy See. As that 


weak Prince ſeemed alarmed at this 
bold conduct of the Court of Rome, 
the King of Navarre faid to him with 


his uſual frankneſs, that he had an 


excellent remedy : *<* It 1s,” added he 


pleaſantly, © to conquer as ſoon as 


&« we can; for, if this comes: to 
D: 3 6 paſs, 


PR OO 
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& paſs, you will have your abſolution - 
5 abſolutely ; but, if we are beaten, 
+ we ſhall be excommunicated, ag- 
« oravated,and re-aggravated.” ( Four- 


nal de Ligue.) 


Henry 1II. was the firſt to propoſe 
tothe King of Navarre their re-union 
againſt their common enemies. The 
latter Prince, a ſtran ger to all diſtruſt, 

ſigned, at Cleflis-les- Tours, the treaty 


that was propoſed to him, and ſer out 
on his way to join the King of France. 
When he had reached the banks of 
the river Cher, in a place-which was 
only two miles from Cleſlis-les- 
Tours, he halted'for a-mement. He 

wiſhed, 


TD Tn. 
wiſhed, before he paſſed the river, 
to learn the ſentiments of the gen-. 
tlemen who accompanied him ; and, 
after converſing with them for ſome 
time : Come on, cried he, 1 have taken 
my reſolution, there is no farther time 
for thimking, and immediately crofled 
over to the oppoſite ſide of the river. 
 (Memoires de Sully, and H; iftorre de 
Henri IV.) 


Henry HI. informed of the arrival 
of the King of Navarre, went out of 
the city to meet him, and the joy 
occaſioned by a union ſo defirable had 
attracted ſuch a valt concourſe of 
people, that the two Kings were, for 
FR D4 


almoſt 
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almoſt: a- quarter of an hour, at the 
diſtance of fifty paces from each other 
without being able to approach fur- 
ther. The King of Navarre threw 
himſelf at the feet of the French 
Monarch, who immediately raiſed 
him up, and embraced him with 
much afte&ion. Theſe marks of kind- 
neſs were repeated three or four tumes 
afterwards, with extreme animation 
both on the one fide and the other. 
They converſed for a conſiderable 
time, and diſplayed an air of gaiety, 
which manifeſted their mutual fatis- 
faction at this meeting. The King 
of France called the Monarch of Na- 
varre his 4 Dear Brother,” and the 


latter 


(41 ] 

latter called the King of France his 
&« Lord.” Courage, my Lord, ſaid he 
of Navarre laughing, #wo Henries 
are worth more than one Carolus. The 
Duke of Mayenne, General of the 
League, was named Charles ; and itis 
well known that the gold coin current 
in thoſe days, was called a Henry, as 
we ſay at preſent a Lows. (Hiſtoire 
d Henri IV.) 


The Kin 4 of Navarre Geng his 
Joy at this interview by the follow- 
ing letter, which he wrote to Du- 
pleitis Mornay : 4+ M. Duplefhis, the 
&« ice 18 broken, not without a mul- 
« titude of warnings, that if I went, 


« I was 
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*'T was a dead man. As I crofſed 
© the water, I recommended myſelf 
<< to God, who, 11 his goodneſs, hath 
'+6 not only preſerved -me, but made 
<< appear in the King's countenance 
<< an exceflive degree of joy, and ex- 
<< cited the people to hailus with un- 
< paralleled acclamations; they cried, 
«« Long live the Kings. There hap- 
&« pened, at the ſame time, a thou- 
«© {and other remarkable particular &. 


{Hiftoire d" Henri IV.) 
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The King of France, Henry III. 
having been affaflinated in 1589, at 
the ſiege of Paris, which he had un« 
Jdertaken in concert with the Cal- 
_ viniſts, 


A I ate. Anau 
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viniſts, Anglure de Givry, a man 


equally diſtinguiſhed for prudence and 
virtue, perceiving that ſeveral officers 
of high rank in the army, were pre- 
parmg 'to abandon the new King, 
Henry IV. retained them in their 
duty, by ſaying publicly, in preſence 
of that Monarch ; * I have juſt ſeen 
« the flower of your brave nobility, 
< who reſerve their lamentation for 
«+ the death of the late King, will 


«© vengeance ſhall have been taken for 


<< it, and expet with impatience the 


« abſolute commands of the living 


*« one. 'You are King of the brave, 


<* and will never be deſerted but'by 
The 
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The new King of France ſent im- 


mediately for the Marechal de Biron, 


with whoſe military talents he was 
well acquainted, and faid, as he em- 
braced him ; &« 'This moment muſt 
*« you put your right hand to my 
«© crown; neither my temper, nor 
&« your's, will admit that I ſhould 
* endeavour to animate you by 
* words. I beſeech you (confider- 


© ing what affairs we have on hands) 


£ g0 take the oaths of the Swiſs, mn 
& the manner in which you know it 
& ſhould be done ; then come and 


= ſerve me AS Aa father and 4 friend.” 


The Marechal replied, © Sir, it is | 


« at this criſis that you will know 


cc who 


TW 1] 
& xwyho are men of worth ; as to the 
« reſt, we will talk of it when we 


&« have leiſure; I go, not to attempt, 


* but toaccompliſh what you deſire.” 
{Hiſtoire d' Henri IV. 


'The negotiations of the Marechal 
had the wiſhed-for ſucceſs, and the 
Swiſs began their march to join forces 
with Henry IV. That Prince re- 
_ ceived them with the affability which 
was natural to him, and addreſſed the 
officers in theſe terms, ſo highly 
honourable for them : © I am 1n- 
* debted to you for my kingdom, 
&* and for my own particular ſafety, 
«* and ſhall neyer forget the impor- 
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&-tant ſervice which you- have this 
« day rendered to me.” 


In 1589; Henry IV. who had only 
five or ſix thouſand men, was at- - 
tacked at Arques, a village at a_ 
ſhort diftance from Dieppe; by 'the 
Duke of Mayenne, who had about 
thirty thouſand. The King, ſuſpe&- 
ing that the. Leaguers would, during 


the aQtion,. direCt their principal ex- 


ertions againſt his artillery, poſted 
there the Swils regiment of Glaris, 


upon which he had great dependence, 


and their Colonel Galaty, upon whom 
he depended ſtill more. What he 
had foreſeen, having come to paſs, : 

he 


> 
wy 


looking about for the army, expreſſed 
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| he flew; as was his cuſtom, to where 


the danger ſeemed greateſt. Goſſip, 


ſaid. he to Galaty, as he came up to 


him, 1 am come to. periſh or obtaru 
glory. with you. This declaration had 
the ſucceſs which it deſerved ; it de- 
cided the day : the Leaguers were 
repulſed on every fide, and at length 
completely beaten. (Le Gram, De- 


_ ade a Henri le Grand.) 


A few moments after this battle 
at Arques, they brought to the King 


a priſoner of diſtinftion. Henry ad- 
| vanced to meet him, and embraced 


him ſmiling ; the other, who was 


to. 


( 48 ] 
to the King his ſurprize at ſeeing fo 
few ſoldiers attending him. You don't 
fee them all, faid that Prince with the 

fame gaiety, for you forgot to reckon 
God and the juft rights which are on 


my fide. 


It was at the concluſion of this 
battle, ' that he wrote to the brave 
Crillon this celebrated letter : ** Go 
* hang thyſelf, brave Crillon ; we 


* have fought at Arques, and thou 
< waſt not there.” He faid likewiſe, 


| 

| _ . previous to the day of that battle, 

[| THeVE. That he was. a King without a 

8 « kingdom, a huſband without a wife, 
& and 
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* and a warrior without money.” 
(Jr de PEtoile.) 


| The army of the Royaliſts and 
that of the Leaguers were ready to 
come to aCtion 1n the plains of Ivri, 
in 1590. The evening before the 
battle, Colonel Thifche, who had 
| the command of the Germans that 

tollowed the ſtandard of Henry IV. 
| found himſelf obliged, by a meeting 
amongſt his ſoldiers, to demand the 
money that was due tothem, threaten- 
ng, at the ſame time, to take no part in 
| theaQtion, if their pay was notdelivered 
to them. The King anſwered pee- 
viſhly ;. «* How, Colonel! ; 18 this at- 

You. 1, | © ing 
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* ing like a man of honour, to aſk 


&« for money, when you ſhould take 
&« orders for the battle?” Thiſche 
retired 1n great confuſion, without 
making any reply. The next morn- 
inz, when Henry had ranged his 
troops in order of battle, he recol- 
leted what had paſled the evening 
before, and ran to make due repara- 
tion for it. ** Colonel,” ſaid he pub- 


licly to Thiſche, ** now is the op- 


«+ portunity. It may happen that 1 
« ſhall never return from this field. 
« It is not juſt that I ſhould ſully 
< the honour of ſo brave a gentle- 


4 man as you are. I here declare, 


«+ then, that I acknowledge you for 


6 a man 


MF 

« 2 man of worth, and one incapable 
« of a daſtardly ation,” At the 
ſame time he embraced the German 
officer very cordially, who replied: 
with tranſport ; ** Ah, Sire ! in re- 
« ſtoring to me my honour you take 


« away my life; I were unworthy 
« if I did not facrifice it this day in 
« your ſervice. Had I a thouſand 
« lives, I would lay them down with 
« pleaſure at your feet.” In fa, he 
expoſed himſelf ſo boldly to every 
danger, that he fell dead, pierce] with 
innumerable wounds. {Perefixe.) 


Immediately before the action, | 


Henry ran through all the ranks of 
S-- ---- 00 
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his army. He ſhewed the ſoldiers his 
helmet adorned with a white plume, 
and faid -to them with- that ardour 
which communicates itſelf to others ; 
«© My children, ſhould the Cornets 
« fail you, behold the fi on by which 
* you may rally; you will find it 
* always in the road to victory and 


& honour.” (Di&jonnaire des Portraits 


Hiftoriques, & Anecdotes des Hommes 


Hluſfires.) 


Upon another occaſion, he ſaid 


ſimply to his ſoldiers; I am your 
King, you are Frenchmen, behold the 


enemy. His van-guard having given 


way at firſt, and ſome preparing for 
flight, 


L 8-1 
flight, T1 urn your faces, ſaid he, and 
if you. will not fight, at leaſt ſee me 
periſh. (1d.) | 


On the day of the battle of Ivri, 
they loſt ſight of the King for ſome 
time, in the throng, where he was 
found with only twelve or thirteen 
gentlemen in the midſt of the ene- 
my's ſquadrons. He killed, with his 
own hand, the Squire of Count Eg- 
mont. We muſt play off our piſtols, 
cried he to his own troops, 7he more 
enemies, the more glory. (Matthieu.) 


So much valour had compelled 


victory to declare herſelf in favour 


E 3 of 
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' of this Prince, who was deſirous of 
{paring the blood of his rebellious 
ſubjects - he cried, during the route, 
« Save the French, and down with the 


« foreigners.” 


The only fault with which he 
could be reproached on that day, was 
his having too much expoſed his per- 
ſon. When the battle was over, the 
Marechal de Biron ſaid to him ; 
«« Sire, you have this day done the 
« duty of the Marechal de Biron, 
<« and the Marechal de Biron hath 
* done what the King ſhould have 
« done.” {Hiſture d' Henri 1V.) 


On 


t-3$8- 1 


On the evening of that memorable 
day, while the King was ſupping at 
the: Caſtle of Roſny, he was told 
that the Marechal d'Aumont, one 
of his braveſt officers, was come to 
give him an account of ſomething. 
The good Prince roſe immediately, 
went to meet the Marechal, and made 
him fit down to table, addrefling him 
in theſe obliging expreſſions; It 7s 
perfeftly reaſonable, that you fhould 
make one at the feaſt, fince you have 
ferved me ſo well at my wedding. 
(Perefixe.) 


Francis de Pas, one of the beſt of- 
ficers in the army of Henry IV. was. 
BB 4 © wat 
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killed at this battle of Ivri, fighting 
heroically under the eyes of his So- 


vereign. That Prince, affefted by 


what he had witneſſed, and from 
having been long acquainted with 
that warlike family, exclaimed, Yen- 
tre-ſaint-gris, * but I am ſorry for it ; 
are there any more of them? Anſwer 
was made him, that the widow was 
pregnant. JVell, replied the King, 
1 give to the babe in the womb the ſame 


 penfion which this officer enjoyed. (Me- 


moires de Feugieres.) 


* For the meaning of this exclamation ſee 
the laſt Anecdote of vol. ii, T- 


The 
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' The city of Chartres had embraced 
the party of the League; Henry IV. 
beſieged it in 1591; but two affaults, 
made with loſs, had diſguſted the 
King with the enterprize, who, being 


urged by the Chancellor to make a 


third attempt, replied with an angry 
air, Go do it yourſelf, then; I am not 
not uſed to fell the blood of my Nobility 
fo dear. 


Some days after, the befieged ca- 
pitulated ; and when he was on the 
| point of making his public entry into- 
the town, he 'was ſtopped by a de- 


putation of the inhabitants. The 
Magiſtrate, who was ſpokeſman, made 


| hin 


PF. 
him a Tong and tireſome harangue 
he began with faying, That he ac- 


 knowledged that the city was ſubject 


to his Majeſty, by the Divine law, 


and by the Roman haw. The con- 
_ queror, out of patience, cried, urging 


his horſe forward; And you may add 


too, by the cannon law. (Hiſtoire de 


France du Pere de Chalons.) 


The fame Prince being fatigued 
with the long march that he had 


| been obliged to make for the relief 


of Cambray, and paſſing by Amiens, 
a body of the citizens came to com- 
pliment him in a ſpeech. 'The orator 
began with the titles of Moft mighty, 

moſt 
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moſt. clement, moſt magnanimous — 
«* Add too,” faid the King, © and 
« moſt weary ; I am going to reſt 
*« myſelf; I will hear the remainder 
* another time.” (Fournal de P 
Eraile.) 


This Prince expoſed to equal ridt- 


cule another ſpeech-maker, who. was. 


preſented to him when he was going 
to dinner. The orator began his diſ- 
courſe with theſe words ; Hanmbal 
departing from Carthage, Sire, —and | 
there made a full ſtop. Yentre-ſaimt- | 

| 


gris, exclaimed the King, Hanmbal 

departing from Carthage had dined, 

and I am going ta do the ſame thing. || 
(Dic- } 
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(Di&tionnaire de Portraits Hiſtoriques, 
& Anecdotes des Hommes Illuſtres.) 


Having twice told another of theſe 
ſpeech-makers to abridge his diſcourſe, 
and finding that he negleQed doing 


1o, he left him there, and ſaid as he 


was going; Tou may ſay the reſt to 


Mafter William ; this was the court- 
| fool, {(Di&ionnarre cite.) 


On the r1th of October of this 
ſame year, 1591, the King repaired 
to Sedan, to be preſent. at the mar- 
Triage of the Viſcount de Turenne. 
When he had retired, after ſeeing the 
bride ith bed, and the Viicount had 


COll- 
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condufted him to his apartment, that 
 Nobleman faid to him; ** Sire, your 
« Majeſty hath this day done me a 


« oreat deal of honour, and I wiſh 


« to teſtify my gratitude. I beſeech 
« you to excuſe me, and not to be 
& uncaſy, if I do not lhe under the 
* ſame. roof, in order to watch over 
<« the ſafety of your perſon : I have 
&« oiven proper direQtons for that.” 
The King aſked him what he was 


about: ** Sire,” replied he, ** you 


*« ſhall know at to-morrow morning 3 
«© I have not time to tell it to you 


_ * now.” He mnmediately fets out 


with a body of troops which he had 
in readineſs, gains poſſeſſion of the 
7 town 
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town of Stenay, and brings the news 
to the King when he was riſing. 
<« Yentre-ſaint-gris,”” ſaid that Prince 
to him, ** I would often make ſuch 
« marriages, and I ſhould ſoon be 
<« maſter of my kingdom, were the 
< the bridegrooms to preſent me with 
« ſuch wedding gifts as this. But 


< in the mean time let us to buſt- 
6 neſs.” He immediately mounted 
his horſe, put himſelf at the head of 
his forces, and went to lay ſiege to 
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Rouen. {Hiftoire d'Henri IV.) | 
& "Fs Baron de Roſny, who accom- c 
| | | panied the King to this attack, wiſh- , 
| ing to remonſtrate with him upon his Y 
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expoſing ſo careleſsly his perſon, on 
which the fate of France depended : 
« My friend,” anſwered the valour- 
ous Monarch, ** I cannot pollibly 
« do otherwite ; for, ſince I am 
« fighting for my glory and my_ 
« Crown, my lite and all things elſe 
« ought to appear of little value ro 
« me.' (Memoires de Sully.) 


' On the day of this fiege, and in a 
very hot action near the bridge of 
Aumale, the King recaved a ſhot in 
the reins, at the extremity of his 
cuiraſls. This wound, however, did 
not prevent him from fighting his 
way to the other ſide of the bridge. 

But 
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But the rumour concerning this ſhot, 


 fays Le Grain, was ſo great, and 


ſpread ſuch an alarm amongſt his ſol- 
diers, that his Majeſty was obliged 
to ſhew himſelf in ſeveral quarters, 
To ſuch a degree had the report 
cained ground, that the enemy im- 
 medutely diſpatched a trumpet, un- 
der pretence of demanding an ex- 
change of priſoners. 'The King or- 
dered the trumpet to be brought into 
| his preſence, and ſaid to him; ** Tell 
<. the Duke of Parma, your maſter, 


<< that you have ſeen me tout and 


< jolly, and well prepared to receive 


< him, whenever he hath a mind.” 


{Decade Henri le Grand.) : 
476) It 
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. It was on this occaſion that Du- 
pleſſis Mornay wrote him the follow- 
Ng letter : ** Sire, you have {uffici- 
« ently acted the part of Alexander, 
«* it 15 time for you to become an 
+ Auguſtus. It 1s ours to die for 
* you, and we place our glory in ſo 
*« doing ; 1t 1s your's, Sire, to live 
« for France, and I will be bold to 
« ſay, it is your duty.” {Notes ſur 
"Henriade.) 


This ſiege had not the deſired ſuc- 
cels. The blame was imputed to the 
Marechal de Biron ; but though the 
King conſidered this fault as irrepa- 
ble, and was not a little difpleaſed” 


Nor Th, 8 - with. 
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with that commander, he took par- 
ticular care to diflemble his diſplea- 
ſure. Nothing better evinces how 
much Henry IV. thought it neceflary 
to be on terms of complaiſance with 
the Marechal de Biron, than what 
that Prince ſaid to young Chatillon, 
upon an occation where the latter was 
eiving him ſome very good advice, 
but contrary to the ſentiments of the 
Marechal : © The gollings are for 
«© teaching the geele to feed. When 


& you have got a white beard, per- 


&*& haps, you may know ſomething 


&*« of the matter ; but at this time of 


«6 day, I do not think it proper for 
cc you to talk ſo confidently : that 1s 


6 only 
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« only allowable in my father here $7 
pointing to Biron, who had threatened 
to retire. ** We muſt all,” continued 
Henry, embracing him, ** great as we 
« are, go to ſchool to him.” {Pierre 
Matthieu.) 


Henry IV. had not fifteen thouſand 
men, when in 1593, he laid fiege to 
Paris, which at that time contained, 
at leaſt, two hundred thouſand inha- 
bitants.. He might have ſtarved the 
city into a ſurrender. But his com- 
paſſion for the beſieged incited the 
foldiers themſelves, notwithſtanding 
the prohibitions of their officers, to 
{ell proviſions to the citizens, One 


F 2 day, 
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day, when, to make an example, the 
officers were going to hang two coun- 
try fellows, who had brought ſome 
cart-loads of bread to a poſtern, Henry 
met them, as he was viſiting the 1e- 
veral quarters. The culprits fell at 
his feet, and repreſented to him that 
they had no other way of gaining 
their ſubfiſtence : Go im peace, faid 
| the King to them, giving them at 
the ſame time all the money he had 
about him ; he Bearnois 1s pour, 
added he, if he had more, he would 
grve it to you. (DiQionnaire de Por- 
traits Hiſtoriques, & Anecdotes des 
 Hommes llluſtres.) 


This 
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This Prince was adviſed to take 
Paris by aflault, before the arrival of 
the auxiliaries which the King of 
Spain was ſending to the ſuccour of. 
the League: but Henry would never 
conſent to expoſe that capital to the 
horrors which a city taken by ſtorm 
mult experience : © I am,” ſaid he, 
*« the real father of my people; I 
& am like that genuine mother who 
« preſented herſelf before Solomon z 
« ] would much rather not have. 
« Paris in my poſleflion, than poſ- 
« fſeſs it in a ſtate of utter ruin, by 
© the ſlaughter of ſo many perſons.” 


(Diionnaire cite.) 
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During the ſiege of this city, the 
Duke of Nemours, who commanded 
the beſieged, ordered all the uſeleſs 
mouths to depart. 'The King's Coun- 
cil would willingly have refuſed them 
a paſlage ; but that Prince being in- 
formed of the dreadful extremity to 
which thoſe wretches were reduced, 
ifſued orders that they ſhould be per- 
mitted to paſs, © I am not fur- 
<< prized,” faid he, ** that the Chiefs 
«© of the League, .and the Spaniards, 


* have fo little compaſſion for thoſe 


* unhappy creatures ; they were only 


5 their tyrants ; but, as for me who 


<< am their King, I cannot hear the 


* recital of ſuch calamities, without 


66 being 
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« being touched to the very bottom 
&« of my heart, and without ardently 
* deſiring to apply a remedy to them.” 


(Perefixe.) 


The anſwer of Henry IV. to the 
Cardinal de Gondi and the Archbi- 
ſhop of Lyons, who were the or- 
dinary deputies of the Parifians, while 
the ſiege continued, will ſerve {till 
more to depift the generoſity of ſoul 
and the ſenſibility of this Prince. 
Thoſe two Prelates, at the firſt au- 
dience granted to them by Henry, 
preſented him with a written paper 
on the part of the Pariſians, 1n which 


they gave him only the title of King of 
| Fa Na-- 


BY 
Navarre. Henry IV. after having 
peruſed the paper, thus addreſſed 
the two deputies ; © Were I only 
« King of Navarre, I ſhould have 
* nothing to do with the peace of 
66 Paris, and of France : but, to 
& ſpeak out at once, without trou- 
* bling myſelf with this formality, 
© know that there is no one thing 
*« which I have ſo nearly at heart, as 
*© to ſee my kingdom reſtored to 
«* tranquillity. I .am no diflembler; 
4 ] ſpeak ſoundly, and without de- 
< ceit, the real ſentiments of my 
« heart. I ſhould do wrong, were 
 *© ] to tell you that I am not deſirous 
« of a general peace; I with it, 1 


£6 am 
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«-am anxious for it. 'To have a 
* battle, I would give a finger, and 
* for a general peace I would give 
*.two. 1-love my.city of Paris. It 
*.15 my eldeſt daughter ; I am jealous 
<< of her; I wiſh to do her more 
ot good, and ſhew her more favour 
* and more mercy than ſhe aſks of 
<« me; but I will have her thank 
66 myſelf 'for it, and not the Duke 
_* of Mayenne, nor the King of Spain. 


«© Had they brought about the -peace 
44 and pardon which I would grant 
© to her, to them would ſhe be 1n- 
5 debted for the benefit ; ſhe would 
© conſider them as her deliverers, and 
< not myſelf, which is a matter I 

« don't 
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*< don't deſire. Moreover,” conti- 
-nued the Monarch, « your requiſition 

© to defer the ſurrender of Paris, till 
<« a general peace takes place, (which 
**< cannot be-effe&ted without ſending 
'* frequent meſſengers backward and 
<< forward) were a thing too preju- 
« qicial to my-city of Paris, which 
'£6 cannot wait ſo long ; conſider what 
*« a multitude hath already periſhed 
« with hunger! You, Lord Cardi- 
<< nal, ought to have ſome pity for 
«© them ; they are your ſheep, for 
. ** whoſe leaſt drop of blood you | 
4 muſt be reſponſible to God AIl- 
& mighty; and you likewiſe, my 
«© Lord of Lyons, who are Primate 


« oyer 
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'< over all the other Biſhops. Iam 

<* but a ſorry theologian ; yet I know 
<© enough to tell you, that God hath 


* no notion of your treating in this 


© manner the poor people whom he 
© hath entruſted to your care.” The 
Deputies having anſwered, "That, 
ſhould Paris be ſurrendered without 
the conſent of the Duke-of Mayenns, 
that Prince would come, at the head 
of all the troops: of Spain, and retake 
it. * Shoull he come,” replied the 
Kang, *« and all his allies along with 
66 him, | by "God, we will give them 
<4 a good beating, and ſhew them 
« that the French Nobility know 
< how to defend themſelves. Con- 

._  « trary 
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*-trary to my cuſtom, I have been 
« guilty of ſwearing ; but I tell you - 
6« again, that, by the living God, we 
«* will not endure ſuch an affront.” 
'{Memoires de Sully.) 


The religion which Henry IV. pro- 
felled, was a pretext for ſeveral of 
his rebellious ſubje& to foment di- 
vifions, His beſt friends, therefore, 
and Roſny himſelf, adviſed him to 
embrace the communion of the Ro- 
maniſts. The Proteſtant Miniſters 
had declared to Henry, that ſalvation 
might be effeQted within the pale of the 

| Roman Church : that Monarch, accor- 


-dingly took policy for his guide, whe 


\ it 
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it left his conſcience in ſecurity, and 
faid one day with a good deal of plea- 
ſantry; Yentre-ſaint-gris—Paris js 
well worth a Maſs. 


Several Proteſtant Lords, however; 
diſapproved this ſtep of Henry IV. 
and wearied him with their remon- 
ſtrances. This made him write 
thus to Gabrielle: d'Eftrees : * On 
* Sunday I am to take the perilous 
«© leap. At this moment, whule I 
*< am writing, I have a hundred 
« teazing perſons at my elbow, who 
© will make me hate St. Denis. as 
* heartily as you do Mantes, &c.” 
(Recueil de ſes Lettres.) 

2 HE There 
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There was a numerous Court afs- 
| fembled at St. Denis, where the ce-- 
remony of the abjuration was to be 


performed, and every thing there was. 
conducted with great pomp and mag- 
nificence. The ſtreets were adorned 
with tapeſtry, and ſtrewn with flow- 
ers. A prodigious multitude made: 
the air reſound with their acclama-- 
tions and redoubled cries of Long live 
the King! The men raiſed their 
hands to Heaven, the women ſhed 
tears of joy, and cried inceſſantly, 
« God bleſs him, and ſoon bring him. 
* to our church of N otre Dame.” 


At 
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At the entrance of the church of. 
the Abbey of St. Denis, but within- 
ſide, he found the Archbiſhop of 
Bourges- in his pontificals, ſeated on. 


a bench covered with white damaſk 
embroidered with the arms of France, 
and beſide that Prelate, who, on this 
occaſion, performed the office of 
Grand Almoner, the Cardinal of 
Bourbon, ſeveral Biſhops, and the 
Monks of the Abbey, who attended 
with the Croſs, the Book. of the 
Evangeliſts, and the Holy Water. 
When the King had approached, the 
Archbiſhop thus interrogated him ; 
+ Who are you?” I am the King, 
anſwered Henry, * What 1s your 
| | 6 de- 
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&* deſire?” TI defire to be recerved into 
the boſom of the Holy Catholic, Apoſ- 
folic, and Roman Church. © Do 
* you fincerely with it ?” Yes, I wiſh 
and defire it ; that inſtant he fell on 
his knees, and made his profeſſion 
of faith in theſe terms: I proteſt and 


ſwear, in the preſence of the Almighty, | 

zo live and die in the Catholic, Apoſ- 
toc, and Roman Religion; to protect 
and defend it from all its enemies, at 
the peril of my blood and of my life, 
| | \ 
renouncing all herefies which are con- . 
trary to its doeirines. He then put 
into the hands of the Archbiſhop ; 
7 l 

a paper, in which this profeſſion was 


written and figned by his own hand. 
x 'Tho 
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The Prelate, raiſing him up, made 
him kiſs his ring, pronounced the 
abſolution, gave him the benediftion, 
and embraced him. (Hiftoire d' Henri 
= 


The city of Meaux, which be- 
longed to the party of the League, 
having heard of the converſion of 
Henry IV. immediately acknow- 
ledged him for her lawful Sovereign. 
The Duke of Mayenne reproached 
Vitry, who was the Governor, with 
having betrayed him, by delivering 
up Meaux to the King, Vitry re- 
turned the following anſwer to the. 
meſſenger: ** You urge me too far ; 
_ Vor. I. = +06 wow 
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« you will at length oblige me to 
« ſpeak like a ſoldier. 1 aſk you, if 
« a thief, who had ſtolen a purſe, had 
« oven it to me to keep for him, 
* and if afterwards, finding the right 
« owner, I ſhould reſtore to him the 
* purſe, and refuſe to give it to the 
« thief who had entruſted it to me, 
*« ſhould I, in your opinion, be guilty 
*« of a diſhonourable and perfidious 
« ation? Thus it is with regard to 
« the city of Meaux.” {Memoirs 
pour I Hiftoire de France.) 


The example of Vitry was fol- 


lowed by ſeveral other Governors of 
places in the intereſt of the League. 
At 
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At length, Paris opened her gates to 
King Henry, on the 22d of March, 
I 594, by the dexterous management 
of the Count de Briflac, Governor 
of the city, affiſted by the Sieurs de 
Vic, de Belin, the Preſident le 
Maitre, de Mole, and other Members 
of the Parhament, the Prevot des 
Marchands, I'Huilier, and the Eche- 
- vin. -I He King's troops immed1- 
ately took poſleflion of the Louvre, 
the Palais, the great and little Ch- 
tolet;” Nothing now remained to the 
Spaniards, but the Baſtile, the Tem- 
ple, and the diſtricts of St. An- 
toine and St. Martin, where they 
were quartered. Accordingly they 

G 2 found 
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found themſelves conſiderably « em- 
barrafſed ; but the King ſent a mefſ- 
ſage to the Duke de Feria, and Don 
Diego d'Evora, who commanded thoſe 
forces, to let them know that they 
might quit Paris, and retire in perfect 
ſafety. -He behaved with the ſame 
lemty to the Cardinals of Placentia, 
and de Pelleve, whatever reſentment 
he might have harboured for their 
conduct with reſpect to him, Soiffons 
was the place to which all theſe ene- 
| mies of Henry IV. retired, under 
proteCtion of a ſtrong eſcort, His 

Majeſty had a mind to ſee them de- - 
part, and obſerved. them, as they 

palled by, from a window over the 


gate 


L-1- 
oate of St. Denis. They all faluted 
him with a low bow, and with their 


hats touching the ground. He re- 
turned the ſalute of all the leaders, 
with an air of goodneſs and cour- 
teſy, adding theſe words : Remember 
me to your Maſter, and go in a good 
hour, but return hither no more. (Pe- 
refixe.) 


This Monarch ſignalized his entry 
into the capital by the following ſtroke 
_ of equity :—Some ſerjeants had juſt 
arreſted the equipage of Lanoue, one. 

of his officers, for certain debts which 

| his illuſtrious father had contraQted 

in ſupport of the good cauſe. 'That 
To G3 -- haughty 
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havghty and valiant officer went im» 


mediately to complain of ſo particu- 


lar an a& of infolence. Lanowe, ſaid 
the King to him publicly, debts muft 
be paid; I pay mine. After this he 
drew him aſide, and gave him his 
own jewels, to pawn to the creditors, 
an place of the baggage which had 
been arreſted. /Perefixe.) 


The King ſet forward on his way 


to offer up his thankſgiving in the 
church of Notre-Dame. The people 
unceaſingly teſtified their joy, by 
eager ſhouts of ve /e Rot, When 


his Majeſty had alighted at the door 


of the church, the throng became 1o 


oreat, 


Pi 
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great, that he was prefled on every 
ſide. The Captains of the guards 
were endeavouring to make the mul- 
titude retire, 1n order to facilitate his 
paſlage. <** No,” faid he, ** I had 
« rather they would preſs me more, 
* and that they ſhould ſee me at 
«* their eaſe; for they hunger after 
< the ſight of a King.” {TFournal de 
PEtoile.) 


« A pleaſant circumſtance hap- 
* pened to me at church,” ſaid he 
to Gabrielle d'Eſtrees in a letter, 
which he wrote on this occaſion, or 
on ſome other of the like nature; 


« An old woman of fourſcore came 
G 4 + and 
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< and took me by the head, and kifſed 
* me: I was not the firſt to laugh 
*atit.” (Recewl des Lettres d' Henri 
IS.) 


The fatisfaQtion which this Mo- 
nareh enjoyed, upon this happy day, 
augmented his natural gaiety. Sit- 


ting down to ſupper at the Hotel-de- 


Ville, he faid, laughing, as he looked 
at his feet; That he had been ſþat- 
tered 1n coming t0 Paris, but that he 
had not mifſed his fleps. (Tablettes 
Hiſtoriques des Rois de France.) 


| The next day, he invited to dinner 
the Secretary Nicolas; a perſon 


very 
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very well known at Court, He was 
a man of wit, and piqued himſelf 
on making verſes. © He was,” fays 
Brantome, ** a fat joyous fellow, a 
* good companion, of a pleaſant wit, 
 * and one whoſe natural tempera- 
** ment inclined him to love good 
&« cheer.” It was for this quality, 
that Henry aſked him to dinner. 
Monſieur Nicholas, aid the Kin & to 
him, which party did you follow dur- 
ing the troubles ? © In truth, Sire, I 
<« quitted the ſun to follow the moon.” 
But what ſay you at ſeeing me in 
Paris? © I fay, Sire, that they have 
<*« rendered unto Czfar what belonged 
< to Ceſar, as we mult render unto 
2 66 God 


L901: 

 «'God what belongeth to God.” 
Ve entre-ſaint- gr1s, they have not ren- 
dered it unto me, they have ſold it to 
one very dear. Briflac, Governor of 
Paris, and ſome others, who had ſti- 


pulatedfor their own private intereſts, 
before they rendered unto Czfar what 
| belonged to him, were preſent at this 


converſation. (Hiftorre d' Henri IV. 


Villeroy, one of the leaders of the 
third party, was not among the firſt 
to pay his homage to Henry IV. ne- 


ceifity alone at Jaſt fixt his irreſolu- - 


tion, or obliged him to force his in- 
lination. Though he and his fon 
held only a few towns of no great 

1m- 
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importance, he, nevertheleſs, con» 
'trived to make Henry pay a very high 
price for them. The King having 
gone one day to Villeroy's, to par- 
take of a-collation, with a dozen or 
fifteen of his courtiers, faid at table 
_ to them ; © My friends, we are all 
'« at a Table d'Hote; * let us eat 
« heartily for our money, for we 
<* have a hoſt who will make us pay 
« a dear reckoning.” ( Fournal de 


PEtoile.) 


'The Magiſtrates of Paris, the day 
| after the city was ſurrendered to the 
King, preſented that Prince with 


” An Ordinary, 
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Hippocras, ſugar-plums, and flam- 
beaux, and beſought his Majeſty to 
excuſe the poverty of the city of 
Paris, He told them, ** That he 
< thanked them for having, on the 
_ ** preceding day, made him a preſent 
<< of their hearts, and now of their 
<« fortunes ; that he accepted theſe 
« oifts with the higheſt degree of 
<< pleaſure; and added, that, as a 
 &* proof it, he would remain with 
< them under their guard, and that 
 ©** he would have no other.” (Hi/- 
foire eitte.) 


The Ducheſs of Mon tpenſier, who 
had been the moſt aciye in foment-_ 
| ing 


L001 

ing the diflentions, being preſented 
to the King, he received her with as 
much cordility, as if he had had 
nothing to reproach her with. The 
Ducheſs having told him, upon his 
entry into Paris, that ſhe could have 
withed that the Duke of Mayenne, 
her brother, had been the perſon who 
lowered the draw-bridge for his Ma- 
jeſty to enter, Henry anſwered ; YVen- 
tre-ſaint-gris, he would have made me 
wart a long time, and I ſhould not have 
made my entry ſo ſoon. It was this 
lady, who, according toVEtolle, ſaid, 
laughing, that Briflac had done more 
than his wife, who, in fifteen years, 
had made only one cuckold fing ; 

whereas 
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whereas he, in eight days, had fet 


more than twenty thouſand parrots 
in Paris ſinging. (Fournal d"Etoile.) 


All thoſe who deſired a pardon, 
obtained it from the victorious Mo- 
narch. One of the Leaguers coming 
to ſeek him, while he was playing G 
tennis 3 Come, ſaid the King to him, G 


you are welcome ; if we win, you * 
foall be of our party. (Journal de 6 
FEtoile.) | E 


As the faithful ſervants of this 
Prance were repreſenting to him, that 
his too great clemency to his enemies 
might prove prejudicial to him, he 

re- 
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returned them this anſwer, which. 
diſplays all the goodneſs of his heart; 
« Tf you, and all thoſe who hold this 
* language, were daily to fay your 
« Pater Nofter with ſincerity, you 
* would not talk to me in this man- 
« nerf. As for me, I acknowledge 
*© that all my victories were owing 
* to God, who extends his mercy to 
** me 1 many reſpeQs, although I _ 
* am utterly unworthy of it. As 
© he forgives me, ſo would I forgive . 
* others, and, forgetting the faults 
* of my people, be {till more clement 
* and more merciful to them than 
<< ] have been. If there be any who 
_ © have been overlooked, it is ſufficient 
« fox 
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© far me that they are ſenſible of 
+ their own miſdoings: fo let me hear 


** no. more about them.” { Fournal F 
de PEtolle,) re fe ! 
The city of Paris was reduced to L 
obedience under Henry IV. without 2 
any effuſion of blood, except two or y 

| three of the Bourgeois who were a 
killed. «© Were it im my power,” 0 
' faid the good King, < I would give y 
C fifty thouſand crowns for the L 
« lives of thoſe two citizens, in Or- . 

« der to have the ſatisfaftion of hand- 5M 

« ing down to poſterity, that I took j 
66 Paris without bloodſhed.” (Ta- , 
blettes Hiftoriques des Rois de France.) 5 


- 'The 
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The Spaniards ſtill occupied ſome 
places in France ; Henry IV. puryf 
ſued them every where. On the day 
of Fontaine-F rancoiſe, the 5th of 
June, 1595, the King having raſhly 
expoſed his perſon with a few horſe, 
law flying before him eighteen thou- 
{and men, commanded by Ferdinand 
de Velaſco and the Duke of Mayenne. 
The King, in ſhewing an example to 
his ſoldiers, had thrown himſelf into 
the midſt of the enemy's ſquadrons, 
and, by the dint of valour and cou- 
rage, broken their ranks, and obliged 
them tro give ground. His hfe had 
never before been my ſuch danger. 
Accordingly he wrote to his ſiſter 

=. H- | after 
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after the action. of that day; You 
were very near becommg my. hereſs, 
| (Abrege Chronologique de 'Eiftir 
de France.) 


| Gilbert Filhet de la Curee fought - 


in that ation without armour, and 
ill-mounted. A voice, which he 
knew to. be the King's, cried: out to 
| him, Take care, la Curt, at the very 
moment when one- of the enemy-was 
_ going to. run. him through with his 
lance. La Curee namediately turned 
about, and ſlew. the man who. was 
attacking him. ( Manuſerit de la 
Bibbetbegue au Roi) | 


Aﬀeer 
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After the battle, La Curee went 
to look for the King, who was {til 


on horſeback, and, embracing his 
knee, faid ; ** Sire, it is a good thing 
«to have a maſter that is hike you; 
{« for he faves: the. hves of his fer- 
« vants' at leaft once a day : twice, 
«in the courſe of this day, have I 
© received this favour from your 
« Majeſty ; the firſt time, in parta- 
«king of the general ſafery ; the fe- 


* cond, when you were pleafed ro 


© ery out to me, Take care, La Cu- 
« vg,” You peroeive, anſwered the 
King to- him, how nmch I have at 


heart the preſervation of my good fer- 
i i Oo vants, 
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vants. (Hiſtoire de France, par 
Matthieu.) | 


Henry IV. often ſaid, "that, on : 
other occaſions, he had fought for 
victory, but that, on this laſt, he had 
fought for life. *- (Perefixe.) ; 

He was attended in this battle by 
A gentleman, named Mainville, who - 
kept his-piſtol charged with two ſteel ji 
bullets, for the firſt of the enemy ho 
who ſhould approach too near his Ma- ky 
jeſty. He watched his opportunity q: 
1o well, that he ſhot one through and + 

* Ceſar ſaid the ſame thing, after the bat- I tic 


vle-of Munda, 
through 


through the head, and the ball came 
whiſtling about the King's ears. 
- That Prince never afterwards men- 
tioned a piſtol without recolleQing 
this. furious ſhot.. (Matthieu. = 


On that day,. all the officers of 
his army inceflantly repeated to him, 
that by not taking ſufficient care he 
expoſed his perſon and. his kingdom. 
to the greateſt danger. It is not 'ad- 
vice that I ſtand in need of, but aſſift- 
ance, replied he.. Some one Having 
urged him to. conſult his fafery: by 
flight upon an excellent Turkiſh horſe 
' that was in readineſs, he rejected the 
timid counſe], ſaying, That there was Z 

5:4. 3 more.” 
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more danger in flight than im purſuit. 
(Matthiev.) | 


This Prince, who had a kingdom 
to conquer, was perſuaded that it be- 
came him to inflame, by his example, 
the hearts of thoſe who fought under 
his banners. When, upon an occa- 
ſion like that of Fontaine-Fran coiſe, 
Sully was reproaching him, in ſome 
meaſure for his exceſs of bravery; 
T1 cannot do otherwiſe, replied the King, 
IT am fighting for my glory and my 
CrOWn, . 
nn. 
"The Duke of Guiſe, in this laſt 
ation of Fontaine-Francoiſe, purſued 
the 
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the Spaniards as far as Gray, atid 
killed with his own hand a cavalier 
who had challenged him. Henry 
embraced him, ſaying ; © It is very 
" right that thoſe who find veteran 
« examples of valour before their | 
« eyes, ſhould imitate and renew 
« them for the benefit of thoſe who 
© come after them.” (Hiſtoire de 
France de Maithien. ) | 


The city of Marſeilles, which had 
formerly given ſuch diſtinguiſhed | 
proofs of its affe&ions for its Sove- 
_ reigns, in the two fieges which it ſuſ- 
tained againſt the Conſtable Bourbon 
and Charles the Fifth, ſeemed to have 

8-4 utterly 
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utterly degenerated from the patriotiſm 
of its ancient inhabitants. "This proud 
Queen of the Mediterranean had taken 
advantage of the troubles of the 
League, to recover her ancient li- 
| berty. She difdained ro be any longer 
dependent either on the King or the 
| Duke of Mayenne, and repulſed 
equally from her walls the Duke of 
Epernon and the Duke of Savoy. 
Two enterpriſing citizens, named 
Caſaux and Lows d'Aix, aſſumed 
the ſtate of 'Tribunes and DiQators 
in her very boſom. Every thing was 
- performed by their; ofers: the gar- 


rifon was on their fide, the reſt of 
' the inhabitants looked on with filent 
| | nk 
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indignation. Caffaux and d'Aix had 


treated with ſome indignity a trumpet 
ſent by the King from Lyons, to pro- 
poſe to them an accommodation : the 
ſole anſwer they gave, was to cut 
off his ears, and ſend him back to 
the King. That Prince was deter- 
mined to revenge this inſolent out- 
rage ; but the Duke of Guiſe was 
before-hand with him. On his ar- 
rival in Provence, of which he had 
been juſt appointed Governor, he 
withed to ſignalize the taking g poſ- 
1effion of his new government by the 
 redution of Marſeilles. He oained 3 
over a Captain of a ſhip, a native of 
: Corſica, in whom the two tyrants of 
Mar- 


Ty. 
Marſeilles repoſed the higheſt confi- 
dence. He was charged with the 
cuſtody of one of the gates, the only 
one which was opened in the morn- 
ing to let out Caſaux and d'Aix, 
who went daily to reconnoitre the 
environs, in the apprehenſion of a , 
ſurprize. Libertat (that- was the 
name of the Corſican Captain) had 
concerted with the Duke of Guile to 
ſhut, on a day appointed, the two 
| Chiefs out of the city ; that, mean- 
while, he and the royaliſts would fall 
upon the garriſon, and open the gates 
to thoſe ſuccours which ſhould be in 
the neighbourhood of the town. The | 
plot ſucceeded, although one of the 
Chiefs 
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Chiefs only went out of the city on 
that day, which was the 17th of 
February : the gate was ſhut upon 
him ; the people cried, Yrve /e Roz, 
and ran immediately to arms. Ca- 
faux im aſtoniſhment went down to 
the gate where Libertat was poſted, 
and aſked him the meaning of this 
tumult : Libertat anſwered him with 
a blow of his pike, which laid Caſaux 
_ ypon the pavement. The cavalry of 
the Duke of Guile entered the city. 
Louis d'Aix, who had gone out, 
climbed up upon the rampart, by the 
aſſiſtance of a rope that was thrown 
to him. He entrenched himſelf in 
a particular quarter with fix hundred 

Spaniards; 
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Spaniards ; but he could not hold out 
againſt the fury of the citizens ; he 
made his eſcape, and the Spaniards 
ſaved themſelves. on board the fleet 
which had brought them thither. All 
| thoſe who had been attached to the 
party of the tyrants were maſſacred 
without pity. Thus. the citizens of 
Marſeilles themſelves revenged their 
Monarch for the inſult which he had 
received before their city ; at the ſame 
time they revenged their own pa- 
triotiſm. When Henry heard this | 
great news, he exclaimed, in the firſt 
© emotions of his joy, 1 is now. that 
Tam a King! Flattering expreſſions 
to the inhabitants of that opulent city : 
| they 


rw 
they ſhewed his high opinion of their 
attachment and fidelity, and what 
eſteem the nation itſelf ſhould enter- 
tain for them. (Hiftoire du TO 
tiſme Francois.) 


In 1 596, the Spaniards threatened | 
the city of Calais; Henry IV. dil- 
| patched Sancy, one of his-officers, to 
England, in order to engage Queen 
Elizabeth to ſuccour it, which ſhe 
could do the more readily, as the 
Earl of Eflex was in the Channel _ 
with a powerful fleet. The Queen 
told Sancy, that ſhe would let the 
King know her intentions by her 
Armbaſlador then at his Court. 'This 
was 
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was [ord Sxdney, who plainly told 
his Majeſty, that the Queen had de- 
figns: of more importance for the wel- 
fare of. her dominions, than the re- 
lief of Calais; that ſhe would, ne- 


 vertheleſs, make ſome efforrs to pow 
vent the Spaniards. from. taking it, 
provided he would conſent to pledge 


it to the Crown of England, until #4 


thoſe ſums were repaid! which ſhe 
had lent his Majeſty, fince ſhe firſt 


Sidney, That if he was to: be bitten, 
he would as. ſoon it ſhould be by a hon 


as 


began to aflift: him. to: maintain the 
war” againſt his enemies. The King 
received: this propoſal very ill, and 
 faid, turning: his: back upon Lord = 


m1 1 
as by, a lioneſs. {— & Hiſtoire 
YHeusi FV.) 


The-King, reſolved toatternpt every 
thing for the relief of Calais, and 
having no troops with him ſufficient 
to force- the camp of the beſiegers, 
| took the- only part which remained 
for him to- take, that of throwing 
himſelf into- the place, at the head of 
ſuch as were willing to follow him. 
Twice he embarked, and was as often 
repulſed. by contrary winds: Soon 
after he received the news of the loſs 
of Calais, Inftead of  ſhewing any 
chagrin, hecried, with a ſerene coun- 
tenance, 2s if this accident had-given 
bim 
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him no affliction ; ** Now, indeed, 
© my friends, there is no farther re- 
©* medy; Calais 1s taken ; but wemuſt 
© not, however, be ſurprized, nor 
« loſe our courage, fince it is in af- 
« fliion that brave men exert their 
& native valour, and reinforce them- 
_ © ſelves with hope. It is a common 
&* thing in war, to win at one time, 
< and loſe at another. Our enemies 
<* have had their turn, and, with the 
'<& help of God, (who never yet failed 
< me, when I prayed to him with 
«© feryour) we ſhall have ours; ſo 


< let us think no more of complaint 


< or lamentation, or of blaming and 
< reproaching one another. On the 
6 con- 
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* contrary, let us pay due honour to 
*« the memory of the dead, nor detiy 
© the praiſe merited by the generous 
&« defence made by the living and 
« let us ſeek the means of taking 
* our revenge, with uſury, upon the 
© enemy, and effecting, (as I truſt 
+ with the favour of Heaven we ſhall) 
<« that that town may remain only 
« as many days in the hands of the 
« Spaniards, as our predeceffors left 
*« it years in the pofleſiion of the 
* Engliſh.” {Memoires de Sully.) 


The unhappy condition of the 
finances obliged this Monarch, in the 
lame year, 1596, to convene the No- 

VOL, t [ tables 
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tables in the city of Rouen. When 
the ſeveral Members were arrived, 
the King repaired to the great hall of 
St. Obten, accompanied by the Le- 
gate, ſeveral Cardinals and Biſhops, 
the chief Lords of the kingdom, the 
Firſt Preſidents of the Sovereign 
Courts, ſeveral Gentlemen, and a great 
number of Seneſchals and Magiſtrates 
of cities ; and, in fine, by thoſe who 
had been freely elefted to fit in that 
Aſſembly ; for the King would not 
nominate any perſon. _ He opened 
the Aſſembly with the following diſ- 
courſe, which is worthy of the high 


idea we entertain of this great Prince: 


« Were I to place my glory,” ſaid 
E. he, 
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he, © in paſſing for an accompliſhed 
* orator, I ſhould have brought hi- 
*« ther more fine words than good- 
* will ; but my ambition aſpires to 
&« ſomething ſtill higher than oratory ; 
« I aim at the glorious titles of De-_ 
& liverer and Reſtorer of France. By 
<« the favour of Heaven, by the wiſe 
*« counſels of ſuch of my ſervants 
& as are not of the profeſſion of arms, 
« by the ſwords of my brave and 
« generous Nobility, by my own toils 
« and labours, I have reſcued her 
oT from miſchief » let us now ſave her 
& from ruin. Partake, my ſubjecas, 
in this ſecond glory with me, as 


** you have already partaken in the 


I 2 :"$6-fartt. 
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« firſt, IT have not ſummoned you - 
< hither, as my predeceflors have 
< done, to oblige you to pay a blind 
« obedience to my will; I have aſ- 
« ſembled you, in order to receive 
* your advice, to truſt in it, and to 
« follow it ; in a word, to put myſelf 
« under your guardianſhip ; it 1s a 
_*« with entertained by ſew Monarchs, 
« few orey-beards, few conquerors 
« like me ; but the love which I bear 
6& my ſubjes, and my extreme an- 
« xiety for the preſervation of my 
« kingdom, cauſe every thing to ap- 
6 pear eaſy, every thing honourable 
* to me.”  (Perefixe.) 


After 
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After this firſt ſeſſion, the King 
aſked the Ducheſs of Beaufort, * his 
miſtreſs, who had been liſtening to 
his ſpeech, concealed behind a piece 


of tapeſtry, what ſhe thought of it ;.. 
« ] have never,” ſaid ſhe, © heard 
< better oratory ; the only thing that 


&« {urprized me, was, to hear your 


« Majeſty talk of putting yourſelf 
&« under guardianſhip.” PYentre-ſaint- 
gris, anſwered Henry, that is true ; 
but I meant it with my fuwword by my 
= Ry 


The ſame day, at dinner, they were 
talking of the Sieur Langlois, Pre- 


* Gabrielle d'Eftrees, 
I 3 vot 
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vot des. Marchands, who had beers 
appointed to harangue his Majeſty 
for the Third Eſtate, and who had 
been ſo much embarrafled in pro- 
nouncing his ſpeech, that the Ad- 
vocate Talon, * at that time Echevin, 


was obliged to ſpeak it for him; 


which he did very ably, ſays the au- 


thor of the Fournal a” Henri IV. The 


King laughed, and ſaid; <©* If my 


- 4 Prevot hath his tongue in his heels, 


« he 1s not therefore the leſs an honeſt 
& man, and I do not eſteem him the 


« leſs for it.” { Fournal d' Henri IV.) 


* The word talon fignifies a heel. = 
The 
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The Spaniards, who ſtill remained 

in France, had, in 1597, ſurprized 
the city of Amiens, which had no 
other defenders than its inhabitants. 
On the 11th of March, Hernandes 
Teillo-Porto Carrero, an old Spaniſh 
officer, had diſguiſed thirty Spaniſh 
ſoldiers in the habits of peaſants and 
countrymen, bringing proviſions to 
market. Theſe crowded about one 
of the gates of the city, and amuſed 
the corps-de-garde, by overturning, 
at the entrance, a cart loaded with 
ſacks of nuts, one of which was un- 
tied; meanwhile, the Spaniſh troops, 
who were concealed behind the 
hedges, approached, fell furiouſly on 
2 I 4 ©.-"mhe 


= 

the corps-de-garde, and poſleflcd 
themſelves of the city. The King 
heard this news the night after, as he 
was coming from a balt given by the 
Marechal de Biron. He was filled 
with conſternation. ** It is a ſtroke 
& from Heaven,” cried he; ** thoſe 
6 poor ſouls, by having refuſed a gar- 
& riſon which I would have given 
* them, have been ruined.” Then 
muſing for a little while ; © I have 
« acted the King of France ſuffici- 
” cried he, © it is time to 
< play the King of Navarre.” Turn- 
ing to the Ducaeſs of Beaufort, who 
was weeping, he ſaid to her ; ** My 


« ently, 


+ miſtreſs, we muſt away with our. 


*5 tears, 


E481 


« tears, and to horſe, to carry on 
&« another war.” ( fournal de Þ Eloile.) 


Henry IV. retook Amiens, not- 
withſtanding the efforts of the Car- 
dinal Archduke Albret, who was at 


the head of a powerful army of Spa- 


niards. 'This General had not reſo- 


lution to give battle to Henry, and 
retreated ; which made that Prince 
ſay, © That the Archduke came like 


* a captain, and went away like a 


wy prieſt, I return but ill ſatished,” 


ſaid he, ſtill with an air of pleaſan- 
try, 4 with the courteſy of the Spa- 
+ niards, who would not advance a 
* ſingle ſtep to receive me, and have 
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<« refuſed with an ill grace the honour 


« which I intended them.” {(Ma- 


nuſerit de la Bibliotheque du Roi, & 
Perefixe.) 


When the Governor of the city 
for the King of Spain had given up 
the keys to the French officers, he 
was conducted to Henry, who was 
on horſeback about half a mile from 
thence. The Governor, before he 
approached that Prince, alighted, and, 
embracing his knees, ſaid ro him in 
Italian 3 ** That he yielded up the 


* town into the hands of a Soldier- 


« King, ſince his Maſter had not 


&« thought 


C4 


66 
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« thought fit to ſuccour it by Soldier- 
« Captains.” (Davla.) 


On the 2d of May, 1598, a treaty 
of peace was concluded between 
France and Spain. It was repreſented 
to Henry IV. before he ſigned the 
treaty, that Philip II. his adverſary, 
was very near dying, and that it 
would be eaſy for him to humble a 
' Power, which was only upheld by 
the refined policy of that Monarch. 
But Henry replied with firmneſs ; 
+« That if he deſired peace, it was 
* not that he dreaded the inconveni- 
* ences of war; that he wiſhed to 
* obtain for Chriſtendom the means 


© of 
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« of enjoying repoſe ; that he was 
« well aware, that, in the preſent 
&« ſituation of aftairs, he could derive 
« oreat advantages from war ; but 
&« that as 1t was a ſpecies of barbariſm, 
«© and contrary tothe laws and ef. 
« ſence of Chriſtianity, to make war 
« for the love of war alone, a Chril- 
<« tian Potentate ought never to re- 
« fuſe peace, unleſs it was altogether 
« diſadvantageous to him.” (Hiftore 
d Henri IV.) 


Henry IV. when raiſed to the 
Throne of France, never forgot that 
God had made uſe of his Huguenot 

| ſubjects, and particularly of the citic: 
EE of 
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of Rochelle, Bergerac, and Mon» 
tauban, to relieve him from the op- 
preiſion of Spain, to aid him in affert- 
ing his juſt rights, and even to fave 
his life from the machinations of the 
League. One day, when the Depu- 
ties of Rochelle were iatroduced to 
him, he ſtiled the people of that 
city his very good friends ; expreſſions 
which gratitude alone had diQated to 
this Prince, who ſeveral times had 
occaſion to complain, that Rochelle 
and the other Calvinifſt cities had pre- 
terved nothing of their ancient ſen- 
timents of honour. Henry, how- 
ever, ſtill continued to ſhew them 
marks of his favour ; and, to jul- 


tify 
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ufy in ſome meaſure his beneficence, 
he often quoted, ſays Sully, different 
inſtances of the inviolable attachment 
of the province of Poitou, when, to 
uſe the King's expreſſion, neither 


Bouillons, * nor brouillons, + were to 


be heard of in it. {Memorres de 
Sully.) 


| The Proteſtants required Henry to 
grant them places of ſecurity. I 
* am,” faid he, © the ſole ſecurity of 
* my ſubjects; I have never yet 
* The Duke of Bouillon was one of the 


Heads of the Calyiniſt party, 
+ Shufflers. 


©« failed 
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* failed of my word to any one.” 
When they objeted to him, that 
Henry III. his predeceflor, had al- 
lowed them this indulgence ; ** The 
replied he, ** obliged him 
* to fear you, and he did not love 
6c you ; now I love you, and do not 
*« fear you.” (Tableties Hiſloriques 
des Ros ae France.) 


<< times, 


Henry IV. was, nevertheleſs, per- 
ſuaded, that the welfare of the king- 
dom required that thoſe Diflenters 
ſhould be retained in France, and 
eſtabliſhed upon a ſecure foundation. 
Accordingly, he iflued at Nantes, in 
' 1599, an edi in their favour. When 
the 
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the queſtion came to be agitated, 
whether this edi& ſhould be enregif- 
tered by the Parliament, he met with 
a great many difficulties and much 
oppoſition, as well on the part of that 
Sovereign Court, as on that of the 
Clergy and the Univerfity. The Par- 
lament had named Deputies to re- 
monſtrate with him upon this edid. 


_ After affording them a hearing, he 


replied to them, among others, in 


theſe remarkable expreſſions : $6 DIrs, 


* you ſee me in my cloſet, where 
<« ] have ſpoken to you, not in wy 
* royal robes, nor with hood and 
<« ſword, like my predeceſſors, nor | 


$* as a Prince who was giving au- 


& dience 
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« dience to Ambaſſadors ; but clad, 
« like the father of a family, in my 
* doublet, to ſpeak familiarly to my 
* children. I have liſtened to your 
” ſupplications and remonſtrances, to 
« thoſe made by word of mouth, as 
« wellas to thoſedelivered in writing; 
«I will always receive ſuch as you 
&« ſhall make me with good inten- 
* tions, as perſons well-afteted to 
* my ſervice. I take in good part 
« the counſels of my ſervants. When 
« they give me good advice 1 embrace 
«it; and, if I find their opinion to 
& he better than my own, I alter my 

* own very willingly. There 15 not 
' one of you who, when he hath a 


Vor. I. K « mind 
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* mind to come and ſay to me; 
« Sire, ſuch a thing which you are 
« agitating is unjuſt, and contrary to 
<« reaſon, ſhall not obtain a ready 
66 hearing from me. We muſt no 
« longer make diſtinftions between 
gr Catholics and Huguenots; we mutt 
© all be .good Frenchmen ; and let 
« the Catholics -convert.the Hugue- 
< nots by the example of a pious life. 
« ] am a Shepherd-King, and with 
«© not to-ſhed the blood of my ſheep; 
66 but I deſire to gather them together 
« by _ &,” (Hifture @ 
Henri TS.) FEY 


'Upon 


(237 ] 

Upon another occaſion, the Parlia- 
ment of Paris having refuſed to en- 
regiſter his edit of the Configna- 
tions, the Preſident Seguier, at the 
head of ſeveral Deputies, repaired to 


the King, to acquaint him with the 


motives of the Aﬀembly. «TI aſk 


* nothing but that,” anſwered Hen rV, 
<« refuſe me not ; if you do, you will 
« oblige me to go myſelf and verify 
« it, and, perhaps, half a dozen more 
*« along with it. Eh! Sirs,” con- 
tinued he with that agreeable naivet6 
and goodneſs which were uſual with 
him, «+ treat me at leaſt as they treat 
*« the monks, and refuſe me not 


K2 & v1CTuUm 
A: 
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« vidtum et veſittutum : * you know 
« that I am a ſober man ; and as for 
* my habiliments, look here, Mr. 
* Prefident, how I am accoutred.” 
In truth, no perſon at Court was 
more {imply clad than Henry. {(Duc- 


tionnaire des Hommes Illuſtres.). 


He made the following anſwer to 
the Deputies of the ſame Parliament, 
who were beſeeching him to take in 
good part the very humble remon- 
ftrances of an Aflembly that was his 
"Tight hand : © If that be ſo,” faid 
he, © Iam your Chief, and it is the 
<< duty of the hand to pay obedience 


* Food and raiment. 
«> to 


( 133 } 
« to the head.” In other reſpeRs, 
this Prince ever difplayed the moſt 
marked conſideration for an Aflem- 
bly, which he juſtly looked on as the 
firmeſt ſupport of his prerogatives and 
his crown. (D!:ftonnaire cite.) 


The reader muſt be highly de- 
lighted with the following anſwer of 
Henry to the Deputies of the Clergy, 
who were repreſenting to him the 
wretched condition of the Church of 
France, and the diſorders which 
reigned in it. © I acknowledge,” 
ſaid the King, *©* that what you have 
« advanced is true; but I am not the 
« author of all thoſe evils ; they ex» 


K 3 «6 jſted 
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« jſted before I came to the Crown. 
« While the war continued, I ran 


«© where the fire raged, in order to 


« extinguiſh it; at preſent, when 
« we are enjoying the blefling of re- 
*« poſe, I will at as ſeems conſiſtent 
« with a ſealon of tranquillity. 1 
*« am {ſenſible that Religion and Jul- 
« tice are the pillars and foundations 
«*« of this kingdom; but, even it 
+ they were not, I would do my belt 
« to- make them ſo, ſtep by ſtep, 
Fs however, as I do in all other mat- 
«c ters. I will bring it to paſs, with 


« God's help, that the Church ſhall 


«Khe in as good condition as 1t hath 


*« been in for theſe hundred years ; 
«« but 


ER 
« but you muſt, by your good ex- 
« ample, repair what the wicked 
* have damaged, and vigilance muſt 
« recover what indifference hath loſt. 
« You have exhorted me to do my 
* duty, I exhort you to do your's ; 
« let us both do what we can: go 
*« you by one road, and I will take 
« the other ; ſhould we meet, the 
* matter will be ſoon ſettled... My. 
” predeceflors. gave you words, and 
* were drefled in grand apparel ;_ 
*« whereas I, in my grey jacket, will 
** give you deeds: 1 am grey with- 
+ out, but all gold within. I will. | 
< write to my Counſel to examine 
* your papers, and will provide for 
K. 4 ** you: 


6-588 3 


« you as favourably as poſſible.” 


(Mercure de France, annte, 1598.) 


The Deputies of the Provinces 
having remonſtrated to him with re- 
ſpe& to the Pancarte, (fo they termed 
the impoſt of the /o/ in the /ivre) he 
liſtened to them with a great deal of 
mildneſs, and addreſſing thoſe of 
Guienne, thus ſpoke to them as a 
King and as a father : © The taxes 
6 that I levy,” faid he, ** are not to 


« enrich my Miniſters and favourites, 


* as was the cuſtom of my prede- 
* ceftor, but in order to ſupport the 
** expences of the State. Had my 


« own domain been ſufficient for 


I | | 6s that | 


CNT 

© that purpoſe, I would not have de- 
*« fired a livre from the purſes of my 
« ſubjects ; but, ſince I always make 
« uſe of my own firſt, upon theſe 
« occaſions, it is perfealy juſt that 
+ they ſhould contribute from their's. 
« The relief of my people is what 
«] paſſionately deſire; never did any 
©« of my predeceffors ſo earneſtly ad- 
« dreſs their prayers to the Almighty 
Gas l have done, to draw down a 
* bleſſing upon my reign. The 
« alarms ſpread amongſt you, of my. 
« deſigning to build citadels in your 
« cities, are groundleſs and ſeditious ; 
4 defire to have none but in the 
_* hearts of my people.” {Perefixe.) 

. The 


" 


C430} 
The inhabitants of the valleys bor- 
dering on the Loire, having been 


ruined by the inundations from that 


river, petitioned to be relieved from 
f the Taille, and had written upon 
4 | this ſubje@& to the Duke of Sully, 

| Superintendant of the Finances. That 
|| Miniſter immediately acquainted his 
royal Maſter, who made anſwer in 


the following terms : ** With reſpect 
« to the miſchief occaſioned by tho 
« waters, God hath given me my 
66 ſubjects to watch over them, like 
*&* my children. Let my Council 
&« treat them charitably ; alms are 
 « highly pleaſing in.the ſight of God, 


« particularly 11 accidents of this na- 


6 ture. 


[ 139 } 


« ture, I ſhould feel a burthen on. 


«* my conſcience ;: let them, there- 


« fore, relieve the ſufferers, as far as 
« they are of opinion my abilities will 
*« admit.” (FEncome Royale.) 


Another proof, no leſs ſtriking, 
perhaps, winch Henry gave his peo+ 
ple of the love he bore them, was, 

after having been divorced from Mar- 
garet of Valois, from his marriage 


with whom he had experienced much 


uneaſineſs, his contracting a fecond 
marriage much againſt his inclination, 
1m 1600, with Mary of Medicis, 
daughter of Francis, Grand Duke of 
Tuſcany, The King had yielded to 
_ the 


' the ſuggeſtions of Sully, and had left 


[ 149 ] 


to him the management of the affair, 
That faithful Miniſter, in concert 
wuh the Commitfaries named to a& 
with him, concluded the negotiation 
in a very little time. Joannin, who 
was Agent for the Grand Duke, had 
no ſooner arrived, than the articles 
were drawn and figned. Sully was 
appointed to preſent them to the King, 
who. did not expe ſuch expedition 


mn the bufineſs. Seeing Sully enter. 
the apartment, he aſked him whence 


he came ? We are come, Sire, anſwered 
Sully, from marrying you. Henry 
remained for ſome time motionleſs, 
as if he had been ſtruck by a thun- 

derbolt. 


[ 147 ] 
derbolt. He then walked backwards 
and forwards in his chamber, biting 
his nails, and evidently poſflefled by 
reflections, which agitated him fo 
violently, that he was a long time 
without uttering a word. At length, 
coming to himſelf, like one who had 
taken his final reſolution : ** Well 
« then, ecod, let it be ſo; there is 
«* no remedy. Since you fay that it 
«is for the good of my kingdom 
«* that I ſhould marry, marry then I 
« muſt.” He confeſſed to Roſny, 
that the fear of ſucceeding no better 
the ſecond time than the firſt, was 
what bad cauſed this irreſolution. 
*« Strange inconſiſtency of the human 


KLE 


«6 mind * 
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<< mind !” cries Sully; © a Prince 
'* who had extricated himſelf with 


« ſucceſs and glory from a thouſand 


*« cruel diflentions. with which war 
< and polittes had embarrafled him, 

| « trembles art the bare idea of do- 
| | &< meſtic ſtrife and diſturbance,” 
(Memoires de Sully.) 


"The Duke of Bellegarde, Grand 
Equerry, was deputed on the part of 
the King, to eſpouſe, in the name 
of his Majeſty, the Princeſs who was 
deſtined for him. Cardinal Aldo- 


brandin, previous to his departure 01 


his legation to France, had given her 
the nuptial benediftion on the 77th 
of 


T 143 } 
of October, 1600. She landed at 
Marſeilles the 3d of November fol- 
\ lowing, from 'which place ſhe re- 
paired to Lyons. 'The King being 
informed of it, poſted thither in the 
midſt of heavy rain, and attended 
by ſeveral Lords of his : Court. Tt 


was nine o'clock at night when he 


reached the bridge of Lyons, where 
"he was made 'to wait for near an 
hour ; becauſe, in order to ſurprize_ 
the Queen, he would not have [his 
name mentioned. An 'hiſtorian of 
that time thus relates the firſt inter- 
view between Henry and Mary of 
h Medicis : The Queen was at ſup- 
F << per, and the King, wiſhing to ſee 


« and 
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* and examine her at table without 
« being known, entered the apart- 
* ment, which was very much 
* crowded. But he had no ſooner 


<< {et his foot there, than he was re- 


"wi cognied by thoſe who ſtood neareſt 


« to the door; they opened at the 
«* right and left to make way for 
* him, which cauſed his Majeſty to 


i retire inſtantly ; nor did he attempt 


« to enter a ſecond time. The 
* Queen immediately perceived the | 
« buſtle, but ſhewed her knowledge 
<« of what paſſed no otherwiſe, than 
*< by puſhing away the diſhes as often 
* as they were ſerved up to her: 


4 the likewiſe ate fo little, that it 


66 was 


+9 
( 145 ] 
« was evident ſhe fat down to table 
« more for form's fake, than to eat 
&« her ſupper. When the cloth was 
&« taken away, ſhe withdrew from 
*« the apartment, and retired to her 


« chamber. As this was what the 


*« the King waited for, he went up 


* to the door, making M. le. Grand 


| * 00 before him, who rapped 1o 
+ loudly, that the Queen judged it 
** muſt be the King, and advanced 
« at the very inſtant when M. le 
** Grand entered, followed by his 
{+ Majeſty, at whoſe feet the Queen 
« then threw herſelf. The King em- 
_ * braced her, and raiſed her up; 


*and now nothing was to be ſeen 
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* but compliments, and carefles, and 
&« kiſſes, and mutual reſpeC& and com- 
&« plaiſance. The King then took her 
«* by the hand, and led her to the 
« fire-ſfide, where he converſed with 
« her a full half-hour, after which 
'66 he went to ſupper, but made only 
« 2 {lender meal. Meanwhile he 
«© gave notice to Madam de Nemours, 
* to tell the Queen that he had 
-** brought no bed with him ; expeQ- 
«© ing that ſhe would let him have 
« ſhare of her's, which thencefor- 
ward was to be common between 
4 them. Madame de Nemours car- 
*+ ries this meflage to the Queen, 


« who anſwered, that ſhe was come 


£6 


&« only 


L147 
« only to pleaſe his Majeſty, and 
« obey his will, as his vety humble 
« ſeryant. This anſwer being re- 
« ported to him, he cauſed himſelf 
« to be undrefled, and went into the 
«© Queen's Chamber, who was al- 
&* ready in bed.” (Chronologie ſep- 


tennaire, annte 1600.) 


The King aſligned to the Queen, 
as her Lady of Honour, the Mar- 
chioneſs de Guercheville, tro whom 
he had made love unſucceſsfully ; 
telling her, That ſince ſhe was really 
a lady of honour, ſhe ſhould ſerve the 
Queen in that capacity. 


L's Cade 


BR 5 Ro 

Catherine of Rouen, afterwards 
Ducheſs of Deux-Ponts, made this 
anſwer to Henry upon an occaſion 
of the like. nature, I am too poor to 
be your wife, and of too good a family 
to be your miſtreſs. (Diftionnaire des 
Hommes Illuſtres.} 


The following year, the King re- 
ceived two extraordinary embaffies : 
the firſt was from the Grand Signior. 

His Highnefs had employed, on this 
occaſion, his Phyſician, who was a 
Chriſtian, and originally from Mar- 
ſeilles. His credentials bore the fol- 
lowing titles : * To the moſt glo- 
* rious, magnanimous, and. moſt 


«« mighty 


7 4 
9-1 
« mighty Lord of the Belief of Jeſus, 


&« Arbiter of the differences between 


& 2ll the Chriſtian Princes, Lord of 


« Grandeur, Majeſty, and Riches, 
*« Guide of the Greateſt, Henry IV. 


© Emperor of France.” {Manuſcrits 
de la Bibliotheque du Roi.) 


This Ambaſſador required the King 
to recall the Duke of Mercceur, who 
commanded the troops of the Empe- 


ror Rodolph, then employed againſt 


the Turks. It is well known that 
that nation hath a firm belief in one 


of their prophecies, which imports, 


That the fword of the French fhall 


drive the Turks out of Europe, and 


1-3 over = 


- 
: 
: p, 
n "Ss 
»** 
= 
% 
'F 
: 
; | 
: | 
© 787 3 
: 
, 
: 

þ- : BR 
= 4 
Fi. 

i , 
*; 

" 

a 4 », 
f 
ol 
_— 
4 
[iS & 
# 
L * 
" 
- 
3 : 
i [4 
3:4 
» 8 53t 
3 
th 
= 
t 
i 
1 4 
if : 
2 
Gih 
V r 
is 
- 
=! | 
{2 4 
4 . x 
'S 
'H3 
8 
: : ky 
: 
Fx © 
| | 
+ 
we 
8 
x 
7 
S 
= 
1 
: 
{ 
'{ 
11 


rs AIRS __ _ — wy ——_ - = SY 


———S_— 

” 

"I a _ 
> ——_— 


[ 159 ] 

overturn their empire. To the requi- 
ſition of the Ambaſſador the King 
made the following anſwer, ** 'Tho' 
*< the Duke of Mercceur is my ſub- 
&« jet, he is the firſt Prince of the 
&* blood of the houſe of Lorrain, 
« which isan independent ſovereignty. 
« With reſpe& to the troops which 
< he hath led into Hungary, he le- 
« yied them in Lorrain, without my 
« orders, and without my participa- 
&« tion.” ” 


This embaſſy is particularly re- 
| markable for the teſtimonies of high 
eſteem which the Turkiſh Emperor 
ſhewed to Henry IV. His Ambaſ- 
PO Ft | fador 


[150 ] 
fador told the King, that the Sultan 
feared neither the Pope, nor the Em- 


peror, nor the King of Spain, nor 


all the Princes of Chriſtendom ; that 
he was ſufficiently powerful to over- 
come them all, provided the King of 


France would not afford them- any 


affiſtance ; and that the Turks con- 
fidered the French as the only nation 
in Europe worthy of their amity. 


{ H; iftorre a Henri IT.) 


The other embaſſy which Henry 


received this year, was ſent on the 


part of the Republic of Venice. 'This 
State was long united with F rance 


by panticular 1 rreaties dopant 6 re- 
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[ 152 ] 
newed, and by their common intereſt 
againſt the power of Spain. The 
King had borrowed from this Re- 
public ſeveral ſums, and, amongft 
_ others, a million, for which he had 
civen his bond ſigned by his own 
hand. He had not yet paid off the 
debt, when the Ambaſſadors of Venice 
came to France. The King ſup- 
poſed that, when their public au- 
dience was over, they would not 
fail to demand payment of this mo- 
ney, which he was not yet in a con- 
dition to diſcharge ; but they did not 
mention a word to him about it. His 
Majeſty was, on.the contrary, agree- 
ably ſurprized, when the Ambaſia- 


dors, 


[ 153 ] 
dors, at their audience of leave, pre- 


ſented him with a magnificent cofter, 
and at the ſame time the key of -it. 
The King accepted it, and having 
opened 1t in their preſence, and that 
of the whole Court, found within it 
| the bond which he had given to the 
Republic. Immediately laying his 
hand upon the hilt of his ſword, and 
pointing to it, he faid, Here is my 
ſword; it ſhall be always at the ſer- 
vice of your Maſters, (Hiſtoire citce.) 


On the 17th of | September of this 
ſame year 1601, Mary of Medicis 
was delivered of a Prince; the King 
inſtantly ſent notice of it to Roſhy, 


[ 154 ] 
by a billet conceived in theſe terms : 
< The Queen hath this moment been 
© delivered of a ſon ; I give you no- 
< tice of ity in order that you may 
<« rejoice with me.” The fame day 
he wrote a ſecond billet to the Duke, 
in which he alſo mentioned the birth 
of the Dauphin, as a grand ſubje& 
for joy both to himſelf and the whole 
| kingdom, a joy which he could not 
ſufficiently expreſs : Yet :t is not ſo 
much for what reſpefts myſelf, (theſe 
are his words) as on account of the 
general welfare of my people, (Me- 
moires de Sully.) 


'I he 


| mE 

The delivery was difficult, and the 
child fo diſturbed, that it was all _ 
purple; a circumſtance which, per- 
haps, deſtroyed the principles of 
health within him, and deprived him- 
of a ſound conſtitution. The King, 
calling down on him the bleſling of 
Heaven, gave him his own, and put 
his ſword to the child's hand, pray- 
ing God that he would only give 
him grace to uſe it for the glory of 
Heaven, and for the welfare of his 
people. (Perefixe.) 


Pierre Matthieu adds, that the King 
aid to the Queen, «+ My dear, re- 


« joice 3 
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© -joice; God hath given us what we 
5 wiſhed for.” 


Henry, by one-of thoſe marks of 
attention, which are ſometimes better 
_ proofs of the real ſentiment of the 
heart than any ſplendid aftions, had 
a mind that the -new Prince ſhould 
be ſhewn to all Paris. For this pur- 
poſe, he cauſed him -to be carried 
openly through that great metropolis. 
The Pariſians manifeſted, by their 
redoubled acclamations, how exceed- 
ingly they were charmed with this 
popular condeſcenſion. (Memoires 


ae Sully.) 


Several 


2 
Several aſtrologers were buſied in 
drawing the horoſcope of the young 
Prince. They will lie ſo much, ſaid 
Henry, that at laft they will ſpeak 
truth ;; words replete with ſenfe, and 
which give us to underſtand, that one 
ought not to: be much ſurpriſed, if 
thoſe jug oolers ſometimes ſtumble 
upon a true prophecy. 


This ſame year, the King ſigned 

a treaty at Lyons, by which that 
Prince ſuffered the Duke of Savoy 
to keep the Marquifate of Saluces, 
for Brefle, Bugey, and other territo- 
ries dependent on it, which were 
| cefled to him by the faid Duke. The | 
th gs 


L 135 1] 
Marquifateof Saluces had been wreſted 
from France during the late troubles, 
When the Duke came to Paris, in 
order to treat about the reſtitution, 
the King entertained him with all the 
amuſements of the Court, which had 
never been {ſo brilliant. He ſhewed 
him all the curioſities of the capital, 
and conducted him to the Parliament. 
There was, that day, a very extra- 
ordinary and very knotty cauſe to be 
pleaded. The Duke and the King 
were placed in the lanthorn of the 
Great Chamber. When the firſt ad- 
vocate had done ſpeaking ; ** He 1s 
'« on the right ſide,” obſerved the 
Duke of Savoy ; * the other vill 

2 6*- Ce» 
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< certainly loſe his cauſe.” You do 


not know what ſort of people our ad- 
vocates are, replied the King, have a 
little patience. In reality, when the 
other advocate had pleaded, the Duke 
agreed that he did not know which 
of the two parties had the right, 
( Menag1ana.) 


Some days after, the King went 


with the Duke to ſee them play at 
tennis, near the ditches of the Faux- 


bourg St. Germain, When the 


game was over they both ſtood at a 
window which looked upon the ſtreet. 


The Duke, ſeeing a vaſt concourſe, 
ſaid, that he could not too much ad- 
mire 


1 
mire the opulence and beauty of the 
kingdom of France. He then aſked 
the King, what the revenue of tt 
might be worth to him ? Henry, 
ever ready at repartee,. made anſwer, 
Þt is worth to me as'much-as I wiſh. 
The Duke finding this a vague an- 
{wer, prefled the King: to tell what 
France was really worth to him. 
Henry accordingly replied 'as follows : 
« Yes, it is worth what I wiſh, be- 
<* cauſe, poſleſſing the hearts of my 
*« people, I can command whatever 
| 4 ] pleaſe from them: and, if God 
© permit me to hve for eighteen 
* months, or two years longer, I will 
&« endeayour to bring things to ſuch | 
— paſs, 


67 

&* a paſs, that there ſhall not be a 
&« peaſant within my kingdom, who 
« may not have a pullet in his pot 
« every Sunday.” After a moment's 
ſilence, the King added ; ** and that 
* ſhall not hinder me from having 
< wherewithal to maintain a body of 
*« troops, to bring to reaſon thoſe 
* who ſhall offer inſults to my au- 
<« thority.” "The Duke made no 
anſwer, and conſidered this as in- 
tended for himſelf. (Tablettes Hiſ- 
torigues des Rai de France.) 


Henry, ſpeaking of this Duke, 
faid aloud in his cloſet ; © He is a 
* brave and gallant Prince ; but he 
WEL MM <« keeps 


| a } . 
«© keeps from me nay Marquiſate, and 
<« he who loſes what belongs. to him 
« cannot laugh.” 


Two Counſellors of State adviſed 
Henry IV. to detain the Duke. of 
Savoy” priſoner 1 France, until he. 
| had made reſtitution. of the: Marqui- 
fate of Saluces. © By this meaſure,” 
faid they, <©* your Majeſty wilb fave 
< time, money, and ſoldiers.” The 
King made anſwer, © I have learnt | 
« from my earlieſt years, that to 
& keep faith inviolate, is more uſeful 


& than all that perfidy: can authorize. 


« I have before me the example of 
_« King Francis I. who might, by an 
h 66 at 
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« a& of treachery, have detaihed a 
© much ore ifipottant prize; n{me- 
« ly, the Emiperot Charles the Fifth: 
* If the Duke of Savoy Has broken 
«* his word, to imitate the faults of 
« gthiers is not intiocente; and d King 
© makes a good uſe of the perfidy of 
30 his eremics; when he employs it 
« as a foil to ſet off his owts fidelity.” 
He then added,” © That they ht a 
« mind to difhoriour hit, and that 
« he would much rather lofe his 
* crown, than iftteur the fliehteſt fuſ- 
« picion of having violated g60d 
<« faith, ever» towards his bittereſt 
** enemies.” {(Perefixe.} : 


M 2 The 
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The Duke of Savoy, after the in- 
vaſion of the Marquiſate of Saluces, 
in 1598, had cauſed a medal to be 
ſtruck, on the reverſe of which was 
a Centaur, trampling on a crown re- 
verſed, and with this motto, Oppor- 
Zunf, When the Duke had conſented 
to the requiſition of Henry, that Mo- 
narch cauſed likewiſe a medal to be 
Mtruck, upon which he was repre- 
ſented as Hercules, holding in his 
_ right hand a club, in his left a royal 
crown, and trampling under foot a 
reverſed Centaur, with this motto : 
| _ Opporiunius. (Mercure de France, 
ann&e, 1601.) pets 


The 
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The Swiſs Cantons, in October, 
1602, ſent Ambaſladors to Henry IV. 
to renew their alliance with that Mo- 
narch. The Ambaſladors were two- 
and-forty in number. The ceremony 


of renewing the League was per- 


formed with much pomp and ſplen- 
dor, in the church of Notre-Dame, 


where they took an oath, as did 


likewiſe the King, to obſerve the 
Treaty, ſuch as it had been concluded 


between the King and the Cantons. 
The Ambafladors were afterwards 


conduQted into a hall belonging, to 


the Archbiſhop, where a magnifi- 


cent entertainment was prepared for 


them. 'The King, who had dined in 
M 3 another 


0-1 

another hall, repaired to that of the 
Ambafladors after dmner, fat down 
at the head of the table, enjoined 
them all to keep their ſeats, and, 
having got fome wine before him, 
drapk a health to his Goſſips, as he 
called them, and to his friends and 
allies ; and inſiſted on the Cardinals 
de Gondi and Joyeuſe, who accom- | 
panied him, to da the ſame. Hiſtoire 
i Henri IV.) Fr 


The Prevdt des Marehands, and 


the Echevins, had been appointed to 
 _receiye the Swiſs Ambaſſadors, and 

_ defray their expences, and thoſe of their 
attendants, during their reſidence at 
Paris. 


-: - 
\ Paris. As this muſt have put the 
ciry to charges which it was not in a 


condition to bear, the Prevbt des Mar- 


chands applied to Henry for permiſ- 
ſion to lay a tax upon the fountains. 
 * Look out,” faid that benigaant 
| Prince to them, ©** for fome- other 
*« means, not burthenſorne to. my 


« people, to ſupply the expence of 


*« entertaining 1ny allies. It belonged 
 * only to Jeſus Chriſt to turn watet 
oy into. wine.”* d Matthies. ) 


About the year 1605, Henry was 
inclined to make ſome regulation with 
reſpe& to- the annuities upon the 


Hotel de Ville, of Paris. Where- 


M 4 upon 
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upon: ſeveral aſſemblies of the -citi- 
zens were held, in which Francis 
Miron, the Prevot des Marchands, 
addrefſed the King's Commidſioners 
with a conſiderable degree of firm- 


neſs. At the ſame time a rumour 
was ſpread amongſt the people of 
Paris, that their Magiſtrate was threat- 
enced, for having exerted himſelf too 
warmly in their behalf. The citi- 
Zens crowded about his houſe,. in or- 
der to defend him. But Miron, ſays 
 Perefixe, unmeditely requeſted them | 
to retire, and not to- render him really 
criminal. He repreſented to them, 
that there was nothing to be appre- 
\ hended ; that they had to do with a 
an. ON King 
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King as great and as wiſe, as he was 
beneficent and juſt 3 and who would 
not ſuffer himſelf to be hurried away 
by the inſtigations of evil counſellors. 
The perſons, however, whoſe con- 
du& had been arraigned by Miron, 
endeavoured: to perſuade the King to 
puniſh that Magiſtrate, and deprive 
him of his office, treating his aCtions 
and diſcourſe as the offspring of raſh- 

| neſs and diſobedience. But that Mo- 
narch- thus made anſwer ; & Autho- 
* rity doth not always conſiſt in 
« carrying things. with a high hand. 
** Regard muſt be paid to times, per- 
* ſons, and the ſubjet-matter. I 
«© have been ten years in extinguiſh- 
£6 1g 


7. 
* ing the flames of civil diſcord, and | 
+ dread even the ſmalleſt ſparks of 
« it, Paris hath coſt me too dear, 
5 for me to run the riſk of loſing it; 
& which, in my opmion, would un- 
* queſtionably be the caſe, were I 
© to follow your advice ; becauſe I 
* ſhould be obliged to make terrible 
_ * examples, which, in a few days, 
« would deprive me of the glory of 
<« my clemency, and the affeQtion of 

* my people, which I prize as much, 
* and even more than my Crown. 
6 ] have experienced, on many 0c- 

« caſions, the fidelity and probity of 
_ *« Miron, who harbours no il] inten- 
- «4 tions; but, undoubtedly, he deemed 
NPs « him- 
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« himfelf bound, by the duties of his 
&« office, to a as he hath done. | It 
« ſome unguarded expreflions have 
* eſcaped him, I am willing to par- 
« don them, on account of his paſt 

« ſervices. After all, if the man af- 
4 fets to become a martyr in the 
* public cauſe, I will difappoint him 
4 of that glory, and avoid meriting 
* the titles of _— and ty- 
« rant.” 


Heary, continues Perefixe, received 
with humanity the apology and very 
humble ſubmiſſion of Miron, and 
revoked the orders which he had if- 
_ fued with reſpe& to the annuities, 
—_ which 
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which had occaſioned ſuch an ales 


amongſt the people. 


LEtoile relates, that on the 26th 
of January, 1607, there was ated, 
at the Hotel de Bourgogne, at Paris, 
a pleaſant farce, at which the King, 
the Queen, the greater part of the 
Princes, Lords, and Ladies of the 
Court, were preſent. The ſubje& 
was a quarrel between a married man 
_ and his wife. The wife told her. 
huſband, that he ſtaid tippling at the 
tavern, while executions were daily 
Taid upon their goods, for the Taille 
which muſt be paid to the King, and 
that all their ſubſtance was carried 
EE ne away. 
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away. * It is for that very reaſon,” 
faid the huſband in his defence, ** that 
« we ſhould make merry with good 
«4 cheer; for what the Devil ſervice 
*« would all the fortune we could 
& amaſs be of to us, fince it would 
©«< not belong to .ourſelves, but to 
« this ſame noble King. For this 
* reaſon I will drink the more, and 
« that too of the very beſt: Monſieur 
« the King ſhall not meddle with 
«* that; go fetch me ſome this mi- 
* nute;; march.” Ah, wretch! re- 
plied the wife, would you bring me 
and your children to ruin? During 
this dialogue, three officers of juſ- 
tice come in, and demand the Taille, 

and, 
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_ and, in default of payment, prepare 
to carry away the furniture. 'The 
wife begins a loud lamentation, and 
at length the huſband aſks them wht 
they are? We belong to Juſtice, fay 
the officers : © How, to Juftice !” re 
plies the huſband ; <« they who be- 
« long. to Juftice at m another gueſs 
* manner; I do not believe that you 
* are what yow fay.” During this | 
altercation the wife ſeized a tru nk, 
uporr which ſhe ſeated herſelf. The 
officers commanded her, in the King's 
zame, to open it; after ſeveral dif- 
putes, the trunk 1s opened, and out 
jamps three devils, who carry away 
the three officers of juſtice, The 
IX I Magiſ- 
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Magittrates conceiving themſelves to 
be infulted, cauſed the aCtors to be 
taken up, and committed them to 
prifow ; but they were diſcharged, 
the ſame day, by exprefs command 
of his Majeſty, who told thoſe that 
were. complaining of them, ** That 

« they were fools ; that if any had 
« a right to! take oftence, it' was 
66 himſelf, who had: received' more 
« abuſe than any: of them; that he 
« had pardoned: the comedians, ard 
*© pardoned: then from: his heart, in- 
« aſmuch. as they” had made. hin 
" laugh till: he cried again.” (Fj 
_ tare f' Henri: IF) 


Pon. 
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| Don Pedro de Toledo, having oc- 
caſion, in 1608, to take a journey 
| Into the Netherlands, touched at Paris 
in his way. Henry, who knew that 
the Spaniards, with a view to form 
alliances more eafily againſt him, 
were propagating reports that he was 
eaten up by the gout, and that he 
could no longer mount his Horſe, 
thought it incumbent on him to let 
them ſee that his vigour was undi- 
diminiſhed. He received Don Pedro 
in the grand gallery at Fontaine- 
bleau, made him take twenty or 
thirty turns at ſuch a rate; that he 
put him out of breath, and then 
ſaid to him; * You ſee, Sir, thatI | 


(397 } 


© am very well, and that I am not 


« {o, much incommoded with the 


« cout, that, if the Spaniards defire 
©« war, I ſhould nor be ſooner mount» 
<« ed on horſeback, than they would 
<* have put foot ia the a I (re 
cure Francois.) ; 


EFF 


At another audience, Don Pedro 
told Henry, that his Catholic Majeſty 


deſired to be allied to him more ſtri&- 


ly, by making a double marriage 


between their children, provided he 


would withdraw his prote&ion from 


the Low Countries. ** My children,” 
anſwered the King, ** are ſufficiently 


* well deſcended, to find matches. 


<« I have 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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8 I have tis defire for friendfhips that 
* are under conftraints, and clogged 
*\with conditions. I will not aban- 
« dot1 rtfy friends ; atid thoſe who 
<< with" riot t6 be of that number, 
* ray repent of being my enemies.” 
Upon this, Don Pedro endeavoured 
to magnify the power of Spain. 
Heriry replied, © That that power 
« oave Him no uneaſineſs ; that it 
« yas the ſtatue of N ebuchodonaſor, 
« compoſed of. divers metals, but 


_ < having feet of clay.” Don Pedro, 


piqued at this diſcourſe, employed 


reproaches and menaces. ** All this,” 
replied Henry, < cannot impoſe on 
+ me. If the King your maſter con- 


2 _ + tinues 
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« tinues his attempts, I will carry 
* fire to the very gates of the Eſcu- 
« rial, and you ſhall foon ſee me at 
<« Madrid.” Francis the FirÞ was 
was there, anſwered the Spaniard in 
a haughty tone: ** It is for that yery 
_ <« reaſon,” rejained the King, ** that 
«« I would go and revenge his wrongs, 
<« thoſe of France, and my own.” 


Then, lowering his voice, he faid, 
« Mr. Ambaffador, you are a Spa- 
© niard, and I am a Gaſcon ; let us 
** not get into a paſſion.” 'The con- 
verſation then proceeded with a great 
deal of mildneſs and good breeding. 
{Hiftoire Henri IV. par Perefixe.) | 
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Some time after, Henry, ſhewing 
to the fame Ambaſiador the buildings 
at Fontainebleau, aſked him what he 

thought of them. The Ambaſſador, 
proud and malicious, faid, that the 
apartments were all fine ; but, added 
he, taking notice of the chapel, God 
 Alnughty will be much flraitened for 
room here. ** Oh !” replied the King, 
ſomewhat piqued at this reproach, 
* you Spaniards only provide God 
« with temples made of earthly ma- 


© terials; we French do not merely 
* lodge Him in ſtone, but likewiſe 
« in our hearts, and that 1s better ; 
« when He ſhall be lodged in your's, - 
| <« ] am afraid it will be but in ſtone.” 
C - He 
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He then faid with a ſmile, © Don't 
* you fee that the work 1s not yet 
*« finiſhed? It is not my intention 
< to have it in its preſent ſtate. There 
* are few private gentlemen who 
* have not chapels in their houſes ; 
&« ] don't with to ſee mine without 


« one.” (Le Grain.) 


_ From Fontainebleau they went to 
Paris, where the King, ſhewing the 
 Ambaſſadorthe Gallery of the Louvre, 
aſked him what he thought of it? The 

Eſcurial is quite another thing, ſaid 
Don Pedro. 7 belicve fo, replied 
Henry ; then taking him to the win- 
dow, and ſhewing him the city of 
N ; | Paris, 
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Paris, Hath the Eſeurial as fine ſub- 


 wrbs? (Jean de Serres,) 


| In Spain, the Grandees of the firſt 
claſs appear m preſence of the King 


with their hats on, before they have 


ſpoken to him. At the firſt audience 
given by Henry to Don Pedro, that 
Prince, ſeeing the Ambaſlador en ter 


without uncovering, defired, in order 


to mortify the proud Spaniard, the 


 Marechals of France, and the Dukes 


who wete preſent, to put on their 


Don Pedro, notwithſtanding his 


to 
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to admire the bigh courage and bra» 
very of Henry IV. One day at the 
Louvre, ſeeing the King's ſword wn 
the hands of his cloak-bearer, he ad- 
vanced up to it, put one knee to the 
ground, and kifled the weapon, reu- 
 dering, ſaid he, #his hanaur to the moſf 
glorious fevord im Chriſtendom. 


Francis d'O, who had been Su- 
_ perintendant of the Finances under 
Henry HI. continued to prefide over 
| thera under Henry IV. who gave him 
the government of | Paris. This 
Prince heard of the riches accumu- 
lated by that Miniſter ; ſtill, however, 
he ſuffered him to keep his -place, | 

x, WW. through 
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through fear of diſobeying the Lords 


of the Catholic party, by whom 4'O 


was much* beloved. When that Mi- 
_ niſter was attacked by a malady which 
brought him to the grave, ſeveral 
perſons applied for the government 
of Paris and of the Ifle de France : 


the King's anſwer was ; ** Many of 


«© them will be diſappointed ; for 1 
'« intend to beftow this government 
«© on myſelf, and. we ſee no rafcals 


* made Governors of Paris : ſo, if 


«© I am Governor, I will do my bu- 
* fineſs like others, and, pleaſe God, 
-<« will acquit myſelf of my any as 
«] ought.” | 
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During the adminiſtration of that 
Superintendant, the King had found 
himſelf in very great want of money, 
as we may judge from the following 
letter, which he wrote to Sully : 
«© My friend, I with to acquaint you 
* with the condition to which I am 
< reduced, which is nothing leſs than 
« this; I am near the enemy, and 
* have not, I may fay, a horſe on 
** which I can go to battle, nor a 
* complete ſuit of armour to put 
** upon my back ; my ſhirts are all 
* ragged, my doublets out at the et- 
* bows; my kettle is frequently 
* turned upſide down ; and, for 
«© theſe two days paſt, I have dined 


& and 


[( 86 ] 
« and ſupped with one perſon and 
** another, my purveyors declaring, 
5 that they have no longer where- 
_ << withal to furniſh my table, and 
« that it is more than fix months 
« ſince they have received any mo- 
«6 ney. Judge, however, if I deſerve 
< to be thus treated, and if T ought 
<< any longer 'to endure that my 
a; treaſurers ſhould famiſh me, while 
« their own tables are covered in the 
<© moſt expenſive manner ; that my 
66 + houſe ſhould abound in wants, and 


+ theirs in riches and maguificence.” 
( H: iftoire d Henri IV.) 


The 
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The King playing one day at ten- 
nis with the Superintendant, made 
him obſerve that the markers ſtole 


their balls, and then faid aloud, d'O, | 


you ſee how we are pullaged by all the 
world, (Le Grain.) 


Another day, the King having won 


four hundred crowns at tennis, 'made 


the waiters gather them together, 
and put them into his hat : © I will 
*« take good care,” ſaid Henry, © that 


* they ſhall not rob me of theſe; 
_ * for theſe ſhall not paſs through the 


* hands of my treaſurers.” {(Fournal 
@ Henri IV.) | 


"There 
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- There was, however, in the reign 
of Henry IV. ſome proſecutions in-_ 
ſtituted againſt the Financiers. Lar- 
gentier, the Farmer-General, was 
ſent to priſon, and a proceſs com- 


menced againſt him. "The Memoirs 


- for the Hiſtory of France, after hay- 
Ing mentioned his peculation and his 
miſmanagement, ſubjoins this cir- 


cumſtance : <©* On the King's lait 


& journey to Fontainebleau, Largen- 


4 tzer, being come to take leave of 


« his Majeſty, ſaid, that he would 


© ſoon repair thither, in order to kiſs 


&« his hand, and receive his orders ;” 


adding, © that journey will coſt me 


« ten thouſand crowns.” Pentre- 


ſaint- 
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ſaint-gris, exclaimed the King, *is 
too much for a journey to Fontangebleau. 
« Yes, Sire,” replied Largentier ; 
« but I have another matter to per- 
« form, with your Majeſty's good 
<« leave, which 1s to take the model 
 « of the front of your palace, in or- | 
«© der to have one like-it to a houſe 
<« I have in Champagne.” At this 
' the King laughed, without making 
him any anſwer; but, when an ac- 
count came, that Largentier had been 
ſent priſoner to the Chatelet ; How, 
| faid Henry, <would he take the model 
of the frent of the Chitelet too ? 


Letters, 


+ 6 
_ Letters, the ornament of a happy 
under Henry IV. Talents were re- 
warded. Cafaubon was tempted to 
his refidence in France by the mu- 
nificence of his Majeſty. The Royal 
College, that noble inſtitution of he 
Father of Letters, had felt the in- 
fluence of the public miſeries ; the 
profeflors, deprived of the juft fruit 
of their labours, applied to Henry IV. 
| that they might be reſtored. The 
following was his anſwer ; it ſhews 


the man ©: ©** Let my expences be TOs: 
& trenched ; let my table be ſtinted 
<* in order to pay my leQurers: I 


*« would have them made content ; 
_ 6 Sully 


[ x91 ] 
<< Sully ſhall pay them.” Sully ac- 
tually did pay them ; it was not upon 
ſuch objets that the fevere eeconomy 
of that Miniſter was exerciſed. He 
knew that it was the duty of Kings 
to reſtrain the avarice of Cour- 
tiers and Financiers, and that it 
forms a part of their grandeur to re- 
compenſe the learned, who may be 
enriched at ſuch a trifling expence. 


 (Eloge d Henry IV. far M. Gaillard.) 


He liberally rewarded Pierre Mat- 
thieu, his Hiſtoriographer, and took 
2 pleaſure in informing him of his 
principal exploits, in order that they 
might be tranſmitted to poſterity. _ 

ps One 
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One day, a poet, who knew the 
eminent virtues and good-nature of 


the King, complained that he was 
taxed too heavily for the Taille, and 
preſented a paper to Henry, contain- 
ing theſe four verſes : 
Ce poete na pas la maille : 
Plaiſe, Sire, a ta Majeſte, 


Au lieu de le mettre a la Taille, 
De le mettre a la Charite.* 


The King ordered him a gratification. 
{Hiftoire d' Henri IV.) 


* « This poet is not worth a doit : may 
it pleaſe your Majeſty, inſtead of making 
him pay the Taille, to place him in an alms- 
houſe.” ES 


Amongſt 
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Amongſt the great qualities of 
Henry. IV. his tenderneſs and love 
for his people were particularly dif- 
tinguiſhable. He knew no greater 
ſatisfaction than to comfort them, than 
to enable them to hve in peace and 
| at their caſe; it was his moſt ordinary 
topic of diſcourſe. A dangerous fit 
of illneſs alarmed them for his life ; 
Sully, his Miniſter and friend, was 
' by his bedſide; «© O my friend,” 
taid- the fick Monarch, ** you know 
a whether it be death that I fear; 
* you have ſeen me ſeek | it a thou- 
< ſand times in company with you, 
** 11 the midit of battles; but my 
- « people are not yet happy ; ; I was 


Vo. 1. 0 OS « in 
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«in hopes of completing my work ; 
« you know what were my projeas 
<« for their felicity.” {Memoires de 
Sully.) 


The acclamations and joyful ſhouts | 
of his people were to this good Prince 
the moſt flattering kind of incenſe. 


When at his return from the expe- 
dition in 1596, he ſaw the people of 
Paris run forth to meet their King, 
and preſs forward to teſtify their at- 
tachment, he enjoyed that fatisfaQtion 
{o natural to benevolent minds : © 1 

_ * am fully recompenſed,” faid he 
to every one, © for the toils and la- 
© bours which I have undergone, 
I * and 
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«< and for the cares which I have 
«*« taken upon me, ſince I find a peo- 
. * ple ſo grateful.” (Hiftoire d' Henri 
IV.) 


Henry fornetrmes uſed to ſay, 
<« 'That God, perhaps, would. be ſo 
_ « good to him in his old age, as to 
« give him time to co twice'or thrice 
« a week ito the Parliament and the 
_ * Chamber of Accounts, as the good 
« King Louis XII. did, to labour at 
< curtailing the tedious proceſs of 
* the law, and putting the finances 
* it ſach good order, that, for the 
< future, they could not be 1quan- 
« dered.” And he added, ** Theſe. 

SE. 
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<< ſhall be the laſt walks I will take.” 


(Tableties Hiftoriques des Rois de 
France.) 


Some troops which Henry had. 
ſent into Germany, having pillaged 
| ſome houſes of the peaſants in Cham- 
pagne, he faid to the officers who 
had remained at Paris, © Set off with 


« 4]] diligence, give _ orders about 


<* to me for it. What ! if they ruin 
4 my people, who will feed me? 
* Who will ſupport the expences of 
& the State? Who will pay you your 
ks penſions, Gentlemen ? As God's 


RD. alive, 


« this affair ; you ſhall be anſwerable 
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« alive, to take from my people, is 


& taking from myſelf.” 


We have a prodigious number of 
his letters to Governors of provinces, 
to his Parliaments, to his Miniſters, 
in which he makes uſe of theſe ex- 

preiſions ; Be careful of my people ; 
they are my children: God hath given 
them in iruſt to me; I am anſwerable 
for them. (Tablettes Hiſtoriques des 
Ros de France.) 


In 1601, Henry inſtituted inqui- 
ries into the condu& of the Finan- 


ciers ; who, in order to ward off the 


blow, colle&ted amongſt themſclves 
| O 3 EG 
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the ſur of eight hundred thouſand 
| livres. When the good King ſaw the 
money paid in, he was vexed at the 
proſecution which he had: fer on foot, 
in which the innocent had payed as 
much as the guilty : he ſaid, That 
this aft appeared to him: ſo. odious, that 
he feared thoſe poor people would never 
love him more. It 1s aſtoniſhing how 
_ fearful he was of paliing for a tyrant. 

bro Aran 


Henry gave proofs of his ooodneſs 
of heart even in his own houſhold. 
 D*Aubigny, a Gentleman of his Bed- 
_ chamber, and who, as he faid him- | 
felf, had been brought up. at the feet 

4 of 
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of his royal Maſter, complaitied to 
him ſometimes of having never re- 
ceived any favours from him. In- 
gratitude, certainly, was not a vice 
of Henry IV. but that Prince, obliged 
to conciliate rhe affeftions of the Ca- 
tholic Lords by benefits, ſaw himſelf 
often compelled to deprive his oldeſt 
ſervants of the recompences which 
they merited. Henry, meeting D* 
Aubigny one day, at the fair of St. 
Germain, told him that he would 
give him his fairing. He went into 
a painter's ſhop, and, ſceing his own 
' picture there, made a preſent of it 
to D'Aubigny. The htter never 
once thanked him for it, and would 
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not take the picture. He even wrote 
at the bottom of it theſe four lines : 
C'eſt un Roi d'etrange nature, | 
Je ne ſais quel Diable Pa fait ;. 


' Car il recompenſe en peinture 
Ceux qui Vont ſervi en effet,* 


| When the King came that way again, 


he was going to pay for the piCture. 


'The painter informed him that D' 


Aubigny would not take it, but had 
written ſomething at the bottom of 


it. The King read the verſes, but 
only laughed at- them. (Manuſcrit 
in 4to.) | i 


* « This is a very ſtrange King ; I know not what 


* devil hath made him; for he rewards with daubed 
*.canvas thoſe who have ſerved him ſubſtantially.” 


'This 
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This fame Gentleman, lying mm 

the. King's wardrobe, ſaid one; night 
to La Force, who was ſleeping by 
his fide, 4+ La Force, our Maſter 1s 
<« the moſt ungrateful being upon the 

_ 4 earth.” La Force, who was very 
drowſy, aſked him what he was' ſay- 
ing, How deaf art thou, cried the 


| King, whom they had imagined t© | 


be afleep, he ſays that T am the molt 
ungrateful of mankind, * Go to 
* {leep, Sire,” anſwered D*Aubigny, 
© we have a great deal more to fay 
& of you.” 'The next morning, ſays 
D'Aubigny, in his Hiſtory, the King 
did not accolt me with att unpleaſant 
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coumenance; but, however, he did 
not ad mea fiagte /o/ the n more. 


This. frank reply of D' Aubigny 
to Henry IV. reminds us of another 
not much unlike it, which was made 
by the Duke de Bellegarde ro that 
good Prince. They were both lying 
in the ſame chamber, ſoon after the 
death of Henry II. Henry IV. 
awaked Bellegarde three or four times 
in the night, to propoſe to. him to 
| give up ſome of his poſts, in favour 
| of certain perſons whom he named. 
<«< I am fatisfied to. do it, Sire," ſaid 

the Grand Equerry at laft ; ** but, 
_ * un the name of God, awaken me 


- m0 
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«no more.” {Di&;onnaire UG 
mes Tlluftres.} 


Segu r, Preſident -of the Council, 
had reported to Henry ſeveral bold 
propoſals of D*Aubigny : the queſtion 
then was, whether he ſhould be fent 
into exile? D*'Aubigny, however, 

had the confidence to preſent hamſelf 

before Henry, and to fay to him, 
«© Maſter, I am -come to know what 
* offence I have commirted, and 
«© whether you chooſe to repay my 
« ſervices like a good Prince, or like 
« a tyrant.” | You know very well, 
replied the King, hat I love you; 
_ but Segur is proveked With you ; be re« 
conciled 


"WS - ] | 
conciled to him.  D'Aubigny went to 
| look for Segur, and frightened him 
ſo much by his reproaches, and his 
menaces, that Segur ran to tell the 
King : © Sire,” ſaid he, © Monſieur 
+ D'Aubigny is a worthier man than 


 & either of us.” {(Dritonnarre cite.) 


_ Henry was ſo aſſured of the fidelity 

of D* Aubigny, that, notwithſtanding 
that Gentleman had refuſed to follow 
him to the fiege of Paris, he placed 
under his cuſtody the Cardinal of 


Bourbon, who was acknowledged 
King of France by the League. In 
vain did Dupleflis Mornay alledge 
| the cauſes of diflatisfaftion which 
D'*Aubigny 
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D'Aubigny had againſt the Court. 
The word of D' Aubigny diſcontented, 
replied the King, is as valuable as 
another man's gratitude. 


END OF VOL. TI. 
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_ The PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, from 
the General Election in 1780 to the Dilfolution 
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The PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, from 
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late Promotions both at Home and in India. ice 
28, 6d. ſewed. Saving | 

SPEECHES pane in the NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY of FRANCE, by M. de MIRA. 
BEAU the Elder; to which is prefixed a Sketch 
of his Life and Character; tranflated from the 
French Edition of M. Mejan, by JAMES WHTTE, 
Eſq. Price 5s. in boards. | 
| Ka HISTORICAL SKETCH of the FRENCH 
REVOLUTION, to the King's Acceptance of the 
Conſtitution, KA Pr printed in 8vo. illuſtrated 
with Portraits of Lours XVI. M. Necker, M. de 
La Fayette, and M. de Mirabeau. Price 6s. in | 
boards. | | 

A LETTER to the Right Honourable ED- 
MUND BURKE, in REPLY to his APPEAL 
from the OLD to the NEW WHIGS, by 
OT ROUS, Eſq. Second Edition. Price 
2S. 6d. 

An AUTHENTIC COPY of the NEW CON- 
STITUTION of FRANCE, as Revifed and 
Amended by the National Affembly, and preſented 
to the King, Sept. 3, and finally accepted —_ 14, 
1791. To which is added, the KING's LETTER, 
and the ſubſequent Proceedings ith the NA- 
TIONAL ASSEMBLY, on his Acceptance of 
the NEW CONSTITUTION. The Fourth Edi- 
tion, in French and Engliſh. Price 2s. © 

An AUTHENTIC COPY of the NEW CON- 
STITUTION of POLAND, eſtabliſhed by the 
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» Plan! of [the NEW CONSTITUTION of | the | 
UNITED STATES of AMERICA, agreed upon 
|  1n, a Convention of the States, with a PREFACE, 
|. by the EDITOR. A, NEW EDITION, Price 
nw +44 The three preceding Articles being all 


; uniformly printed in 8vo, may be had complete 

| in One Volume. Price 75s. 'in Boards. | | 

' _ __. THOUGHTS on GOVERNMENT, occaſioned 

' © by Mr. Burke's RrriecTIONSs, by Georcs 

_ Rowvs; Eſq. The Fourth Edition, To o which is 
4 - added, a Poſtſcript, in-Reply to a Vindication of 

Mr. BuRKe. Price 28. 6d. _ . | 

_ SUBSTANCE of. OBSERVATIONS on the 

| STATE of the PUBLIC FINANCES of GREAT 

; BRITAIN, in a Speech, on the Third Reading of 
= | the BANK LOAN BILL in the HOUSE of 

; LORDS, on Thurſday, June 9g, 1791, By LORD 

| RAWDON. Price 18.6d. | 

| _ REPORT of the LORDS of the COMMIT- 

\ TEE of COUNCIL, for the Conſideration of all 
Matters relating to Trade and Foreign Plantations; 

ſubmitting to lus Majeſty's Conſideration, the Evi- 

dence and Information they have colle&ed in con- 
ſequence of his Majeſty's Order in Counci), voted 

o the 11th of February, 1788, concerning the pre- 

38 ſent State of the Trade to Africa, and particularly 
4 the Trade in Slaves; and concerning the Effects 

and CAneQuepees of this Trade, .as well in Africa 

and the Weſt Indies as to the general Commerce 


of this Kingdom. In one large Volume Folio, 
illuſtrated with a Map of Africa, ſhewing the Rout | 
i of the Caravans. . ; Po 

( _ A SKETCH of the REIGN of GEORGE the 
i THIRD, from 1780 to the Cloſe of the Year 
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